USDA-NRCS-MINNESOTA Technical Service Provider NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

i. Certification and De-certification Process
A.  Certification (valid for a three year period)

· Apply for certification on the NRCS national TechReg web site at: http://techreg.usda.gov.

· Request a level 2 E-government account by completing required profile information.

· Respond to the confirmation e-mail from this site within 7 days.
· Visit a local NRCS office with a government picture i.d. to authenticate who you are with an NRCS official.
· While at the office indicate that you also need a SCIMS account or i.d. if you don’t already have one.  Either an NRCS or FSA official will help you with the SCIMS process. 
· NRCS will link your E-government account to your SCIMS information and activate your account.  You should receive a confirmation E-mail within a few days after the link and activation have occurred.    

· Go back to techreg; review certification criteria for conservation practices you are interested in and apply for certification by providing requested information.  Also complete the electronic certification agreement. 

· Receive certification and be listed on-line on the above site.
· Become familiar with NRCS-Mn. technical guidance on nutrient management and nutrient management planning and with NRCS-Mn. program policies that address producer payments for implementing nutrient management.   Do this by attending NRCS sponsored training sessions or one on one training sessions with NRCS Minnesota nutrient specialists.
· Present your first strategic nutrient management plan and first field specific annul nutrient management plan for review to a Minnesota NRCS nutrient specialist prior to implementation by your producer client.
· Present up to 3 plans per year for review by NRCS for three years and 1 plan per year to NRCS for review in following years.  
B.  Certification renewal

Submit a request for certification renewal at least 60 days prior to current certification expiration date.  A standard on-line certification renewal form will be available for use.

C.  De-Certification

NRCS may de-certify individuals for among other reasons not: a. following NRCS nutrient management policies, procedures and conservation practice standards. b. obtaining training in newest NRCS policies, procedures and standards c.   participating in quality assurance programs.    
· The NRCS State Conservationist will notify individuals of proposed de-certification by "certified mail, return receipt requested".  Individuals have within 20 calendar days from receipt of the notice to submit in writing reasons why the state conservationist should not decertify, including any mitigating factors as well as any supporting documentation.   

· The NRCS State Conservationist within 30 calendar days of issuing the notice will issue a final decertification determination including length of decertification.  Individuals will have within 20 calendar days of receipt of the decertification decision to appeal in writing to the Chief of the NRCS.   

E.  Registry Maintenance

The list of certified and de-certified individuals is maintained through the national TechReg site. 

Ii. expertise 

Individuals performing nutrient management specialist tasks for USDA-NRCS-Minn. program participants must have appropriate education and experience and possess various knowledge, skills and abilities: 

A. Education and Experience Requirements (View these requirements at the national TechReg site.)

B. Knowledge, Skill and Ability(KSA)   (It is assumed that CCAs, CPAgs, CPCSs, CPSSs,  and NAICC members meet the nutrient management performance objectives listed below  but will require some training in the remaining objectives). 
Nutrient Management
· Identify chemical elements considered essential plant nutrients and their role in plant growth.  Recognize which are macronutrients, secondary nutrients and micronutrients.

· Be familiar with plant nutrient deficiency symptoms.

· Be able to determine realistic yield goals and University of Minnesota fertilizer recommendations based on crop, realistic yield goal, and soil test results.

· Have a basic understanding of soil pH, liming and the effects on nutrient availability.
· Understand the optimum pH range for common crops. 

· Know how to determine the amount of liming product to apply based on its Effective Neutralizing Power (ENP).

· Understand and use University of Minnesota Extension Service (UMES) soil and manure sampling procedures.

· Be able to identify labs certified by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and interpret those labs’ nitrate, organic matter, pH, P and K soil test results.  Be able to convert soil test results and manure test results into a form compatible with UMES recommendations.

· Be knowledgeable of the appropriate fertilizer formulations and application methods and timing for various soil, plant, landscape and crop combinations.

· Know the importance of and be able to calibrate fertilizer and manure spreaders.

· Know applicable Minnesota and Minnesota Regional Nitrogen BMPs. 

· Understand how nutrients may contribute to water quality problems.

· Understand the nitrogen and phosphorous cycles as they relate to nutrient transport to water bodies.

NRCS Policies and Procedures 
· Be knowledgeable of NRCS nutrient management policies and conservation practices Nutrient Management (590) and Waste Utilization (633) and NRCS programs and program policies addressing nutrient management and producer payments for such management
· Be able to report producer implementation of nutrient management in NRCS’ national on-line reporting system.
NRCS Nutrient Management Plan Development and Implementation

· Identify and document resource considerations to be addressed by a nutrient management plan. 

· Know the components of a nutrient management plan and be able to develop each component in a manner meeting NRCS requirements and producer objectives.

· Be able to determine acres needed to apply manure from a livestock operation into a given rotation (calculate for N, P and K).

· Be knowledgeable of the metal content in some manure and sewage sludge and their effect on crops and animals.

· Identify potential sources of N, P and K that can be used by plants; estimate the availability of those nutrients to crops; and utilize the estimates to develop a nutrient budget and recommend commercial fertilizer and manure application rates.

· Know when and why it is acceptable to deviate from UM fertilizer recommendations when making rate recommendations.

· Recognize high nitrogen and/or phosphorus soil tests and be able to conduct a field assessment of nitrogen or phosphorus transport using tools such as the Phosphorus Index (PI).

· Be knowledgeable of the newest version of the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE) and be able to gather information needed to use the equation.  

· Be able to identify sensitive features requiring special consideration when recommending nutrient applications.

· Be able to determine proper manure application methods and timing for various soil, plant, landscape and crop combinations.

· Be able to recommend conservation practices or management techniques, which may improve nutrient management plans and reduce the potential for off-site transport of nutrients.

· Be able to explain NRCS record keeping requirements for nutrient management and cost-share programs.

· Determine if a plan is consistent with federal, state and local laws, ordinances and regulations.

The web-site you are viewing provides information or links to training needed to obtain respective KSAs.   The site is somewhat organized by the main KSA headings listed above 
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