
CCRP Practice

CP29 Marginal Pastureland Wildlife Habitat Buffer

The purpose of this practice is to remove nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides, and other pollutants from surface runoff and subsurface flow by deposition, absorption, plant uptake, denitrification, and other processes, and thereby reduce pollution and protect surface water and subsurface water quality while enhancing the ecosystems of the water body. By restoring native plant communities, characteristics for the site will assist is stabilizing stream banks, reducing flood damage impacts, and restoring and enhancing wildlife habitat.

Eligibility for practice CP29 and/or CP30 sites will be evaluated through the following process.

1. There needs to be an identified existing resource concern.  This means that there are currently livestock present on the site or that there has recently been livestock on the site and the degree of over-grazing (or improper management) has removed or destroyed vegetation to the extent that a water quality or wildlife problem exists. 
2. When an identified water quality or wildlife resource concern exists it must also be determined that removal of the livestock by itself will not solve the resource problem.  This means that the site has been degraded to the extent that the vegetation has been removed or damaged and that natural regeneration is unlikely to occur.  Natural regeneration doesn't need to be "native" vegetation.  In MN most sites are capable of regenerating to brome grass, reed canarygrass, cottonwood trees or a combination of these and others which would solve water quality issues and provide some if not the optimum wildlife habitat.
This practice is limited to marginal pastureland areas that are not suitable for tree planting.  NRCS or TSP determines that the marginal pastureland is not suitable to be devoted to trees.  If the marginal pastureland is determined to be suitable for tree planting it is not eligible for CP29 (It may be eligible for CP22).

The NRCS Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 and Table 2 in particular will be used for seeding purposes using a mixed stand with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses and 1 forb.  Shrubs may also be used in the practice.  Vegetative establishment by burning, mechanical or chemical manipulation and natural regeneration is not allowed.  Perennial native vegetation must be planted to meet the requirements of this practice.

The minimum acceptable width is 20 feet.  A wildlife habitat buffer may be applied up to a maximum average width of 120 feet if needed to accomplish the purpose of the practice.  NRCS or a TSP must document the need for a minimum design specification in excess of 120 feet in writing.

Determine whether the land is suitable to be devoted to a wildlife habitat buffer, the wildlife habitat buffer is needed and feasible and the marginal pastureland is capable, once the practice is established, of substantially reducing pollutants in the adjacent stream or other water body.

Marginal Pastureland Eligibility Requirements 

The eligibility requirements for marginal pastureland are found in 2-CRP (Rev. 4) Paragraph 112C, page 6-7.  Discussion of marginal pastureland and trees is found in 2-CRP (Rev. 4) Paragraph 112D, page 6-9.

Continued next page

Additional Guidance for Watering Facilities

This practice allows for cost sharing the establishment of alternative watering facilities and fencing only when livestock are present on the site and the enrollment into CCRP removes the source of livestock water.  Fences will be established according to NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Fencing Code 382.  There are 2 options for alternative water sources; 1. water facilities such as troughs and tanks, and 2. water developments for example dug, bored or drilled wells or springs or ponds.  The choice of alternative water source will be the lowest cost option suitable for the situation.  Alternative water sources will be designed according to the NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Watering Facilities Code 614.  All landowners receiving cost share assistance on watering facilities will be encouraged to develop a separate prescribed grazing plan on their grazeable non-CRP acres.

Sites are not eligible if the existing vegetation is already established and removing the livestock (by itself) would solve the resource problem.
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APPLICANT:       

COUNTY:      
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Practice Eligibility (Need and feasibility):

Offered acres are marginal pastureland with livestock currently present and/or over-grazing or improper management has caused a water quality and\or wildlife habitat resource concern?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Concern:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Water Quality
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wildlife Habitat
Will the removal (exclusion) of livestock solve the resource concern?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Will on-site natural re-vegetation solve the resource concern? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Is the offered acreage marginal pastureland and is it located immediately adjacent and parallel to one of the following locations? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
(If yes, check appropriate box below).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A. Perennial Stream

 FORMCHECKBOX 

B. Seasonal Stream (contains water for only part of the year but more than just during and/or after rainfall or snowmelt).  Stream identified by: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1. USGS maps 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2. County soil survey maps verified by an on-site visit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3. On-site visit and approval of the ARC if stream is unmapped

 FORMCHECKBOX 

C. Sinkholes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

D. Permanent water body containing water throughout the year in all years (i.e. lakes, ponds, etc.)

Ineligible Practice:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   
Any box checked “NO” above


Site Suitability (from site visit):

An area at least 20 feet wide is suitable and available for an adequate wildlife buffer?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
The site is not considered a remnant prairie and is suitable for seeding or plowing?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No**
Unsuitable Site:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  *The site is unsuitable or unavailable for a wildlife buffer.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  **The site is considered a remnant prairie and is unsuitable for seeding or would need to be plowed.

Extent of eligible area:

Size of wildlife buffer area*       acres 

*The buffer width will be a minimum of 20 feet and will not exceed an average maximum width of 120 ft
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