
CCRP Practice

CP21 Filter Strips

The purpose of this practice is to remove nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides, and other pollutants from surface runoff and subsurface flow by deposition, absorption, plant uptake, denitrification, and other processes, and thereby reduce pollution and protect surface water and subsurface water quality while enhancing the ecosystems of the water body. 

See the CRP cost share docket for information on vegetation establishment payment options.

Use the NRCS Practice Standard Filter Strip, Code 393 to design this practice.

Note: Refer to Table 3, in Appendix B, for wetland restrictions on this practice.

The filter strip begins at the top of the stream bank.  Some land adjacent to the stream may not meet the eligibility criteria and will not be enrolled in the CCRP; however, this ineligible land shall be included:

· In the area used as a filter strip,
· In the conservation plan,
· When determining the width of the filter strip.

Additional Guidance for Watering Facilities

This practice allows for cost sharing the establishment of alternative watering facilities and fencing only when livestock are present on the site and the enrollment into CCRP removes the source of livestock water.  Fences will be established according to NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Fencing Code 382.  There are 2 options for alternative water sources; 1. water facilities such as troughs and tanks, and 2. water developments for example dug, bored or drilled wells or springs or ponds.  The choice of alternative water source will be the lowest cost option suitable for the situation.  Alternative water sources will be designed according to the NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Watering Facilities Code 614.  All landowners receiving cost share assistance on watering facilities will be encouraged to develop a separate prescribed grazing plan on their grazeable non-CRP acres.
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APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      

Resource Concerns for Eligibility









Water Quality

FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

I. Practice Eligibility (Need and feasibility):

Has the on-site evaluation determined that this site is in an eligible location and will solve a surface or sub-surface water quality resource concern? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
Ineligible Practice:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 *The site is ineligible for the practice, document reason(s) below.

II .
LOCATION CRITERIA (Indicate the type of area being protected)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A.  Perennial Stream

 FORMCHECKBOX 

B.  Seasonal Stream (contains water for only part of the year but more than just during and/or after rainfall or snowmelt).  Stream identified by: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 USGS maps 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 county soil survey maps verified by an on-site visit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 on-site visit and approval of the ARC if stream is unmapped

 FORMCHECKBOX 

C.  Wetland determined to be Cowardin classification of  FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

D.  Sinkhole 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

E.  Permanent water body containing water throughout the year in all years

 FORMCHECKBOX 

F.  Drainage Ditch (must meet perennial or seasonal stream criteria) 

III.
CROPLAND CRITERIA (Indicate FSA-defined cropland to be converted to filter strip)

Check all that apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 annual crop (corn, soybeans, wheat, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 perennial vegetation (such as alfalfa and other legumes)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 expired CRP

IV.
SITE SUITABILITY (check one)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The majority (> 50%) of field runoff occur or will occur as uniform sheet flow?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The majority (> 50%) of field runoff occur or will occur as uniform sheet flow after installation of flow spreading practices. Indicate practices to be used to convert concentrated flow areas to sheet flow:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 shaping and grading
    FORMCHECKBOX 
 flow diversion         FORMCHECKBOX 
 level spreaders

             FORMCHECKBOX 
 vegetative barriers                 FORMCHECKBOX 
 contour buffers        FORMCHECKBOX 
 contour furrows

             FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (Explain)_____________________________________________
Continued next page

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Unsuitable Site Conditions


Check appropriate reasons below


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 < 50% of field runoff occurs as uniform sheet flow and no measures are planned to induce sheet flow.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 > 50% of field runoff bypasses proposed filter strip because of surface intakes and associated tile.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 inability to support acceptable vegetation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 upland sheet and rill soil losses >10 tons/ac./yr.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 upland sheet and rill soil losses > 3 tons/ac./yr. and contributing watershed will be ≥ 60 times the area of the filter strip.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 contributing watershed slope ≥ 10% 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 channel bank stability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing vegetation in non-cropland or cropland adjacent to the watercourse is providing effective filtering.

STOP!!!! Unsuitable site



PRACTICE WIDTH

Select widths according to Minnesota NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 393 and as follows: CRP eligible widths range from 30 feet to 120 feet and an additional width can be added not to exceed 350 total feet only if the purpose is for water quality and the need is documented.  Reasons for additional width are shown below under A and B.  B is only used to 1.) insure that a 30-foot width of unflooded viable filter strip remains above the ordinary high water mark (2-year flooding frequency) on frequently flooded soils  2.) encompass surface intakes located within 350 feet upslope from the area to be protected if the intakes result in runoff bypassing the proposed filter strip (at least a 30 foot width of viable filter must remain above the elevation of ponded water surrounding the inlet); and  3.) to include cropland berms between the filter strip and area being protected if  “Infeasible-to-farm provisions” cannot be used to do this.  Check appropriate boxes below.  For example check both the filter strip slope and pathogen control boxes for a recommended 240 foot width. 

A. Minimum Width needed for water quality filtering as determined by the practice standard is:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Minimum Width between 30 and 120 feet:        Recommended width:      ft.

OR

B. Additional Minimum Width between 120 and 240 feet is justified by:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Minimum Width between 120 and 240 feet:       Recommended width:     ft.

 Check appropriate reason(s) below


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 filter strip slope
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 soluble contaminant control
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 pathogen control

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 upland soil losses 8-10 tons/ac./yr. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ratio of contributing watershed area to filter strip area between 31:1 and 60:1

OR
C. Additional Minimal Width beyond 240 feet is justified by:   Recommended width: 


Check appropriate reason(s) below


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 frequently flooded soils: 

Show location and extent of “frequently flooded” soils on photo, map or sketch.

Normal duration, season, and frequency of flooding:   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 surface inlets/tile Intakes

Show location of inlets and estimated extent of temporary water ponding around inlets on photo map or sketch.  



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 berms

Berms are ridges of spoil created when a ditch is dug and can be cropped.  Berms prevent overland flow from entering the ditch.  If a filter strip is installed, cropping is no longer practical.  Show location of berms and estimated width in feet.  Calculate total width next page.
D. Total Width

IV A width      +  IV B width      +  IV C width      +  IV D width      =  Total width     ft.
ARE AREAS PRESENT THAT MAY NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAYMENT?
  FORMDROPDOWN 
 (Double click in form field to change answer)
Check appropriate reason(s) below if yes.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-cropland acres between cropland acres and area to be protected provide effective
      filtering.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Part or all of offered cropland acres currently provide effective filtering.
Existing effective filtering vegetation in non-cropland and cropland acres must: be included in the area used as a filter strip and be in the conservation plan.  Acreage of this vegetation may be deducted by FSA from overall filter strip acreage to determine acreage eligible for CRP payments. 

REMARKS

1. For CRP the starting point for measuring minimum filter strip widths begins immediately adjacent to the feature to be protected.  Specifically, filter strip installation in fields not adjacent to a sensitive feature is not addressed by CRP.  Consult Conservation practice Standard 393, Filter Strip, dtd. Dec. 2002 for additional detail on starting points.   

2.  Land with a restrictive easement or covered by a state or local law that requires the establishment of vegetation may not be eligible for CRP.   This is an FSA determination.
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