
CCRP Practice
CP17A Living Snow Fences

The purpose of this practice is to establish living snow fences on a farm or ranch to manage snow, provide living screens and enhance wildlife habitat.  This practice applies to eligible cropland to protect against drifting snow on lanes, roads, railroads and public facilities.

The maximum allowable practice width will consist of 2 to 3 rows of trees and/or shrubs spaced according to guidance in the NRCS Practice Code 380, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Standard.  The spacing between rows (row-to-row width) depends on the total number of rows, the species of trees or shrubs to be planted, and the type of weed control to be used.  Row spacing guidance and spacing maximums are listed in the standard.  Row spacing may vary within a planting and all rows don’t have to be spaced at the maximum width.

The eligible area includes the two snow catch areas (windward and leeward).  The leeward (downwind) snow catch area is the distance between the road right-of-way and the first leeward row of trees/shrubs (set-back distance) multiplied by the length of the living snow fence.  The set-back distance will be calculated by using the Living Snow Fence Design Program from the following web site http://climate.umn.edu/snow_fence/Components/Design/introduction.htm.  The maximum windward snow catch area is the length of the living snow fence multiplied by 66 ft (4 rods widths measured perpendicular from the first windward row of trees).  The 66 ft. is the maximum length for this distance.  A shorter distance can be used, however snow depth increases dramatically nearer to the snow fence.

If the snow catch areas are not enrolled the applicant may choose to enroll an area up to one rod in width (16.5 ft.) adjacent to the outside rows of the living snow fence as a maintenance area.  This area will provide access to maintain the snow-fence and allow the tree canopy to develop over the life of the contract.  When the snow catch areas are enrolled they also serve as a maintenance area and additional land is not eligible.  Refer to Diagram 4 for an example of a living snow fence.

The snow catch area(s) will be part of the CRP-1 if taken out of production.  The seeding requirements are a mixed stand with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses, and 1 forb.  Refer to the Upland Wildlife Habitat Management Standard, Code 645 for seeding standards.  Haying and grazing are not allowed.  If the applicant plans to crop or hay the snow catch area it is ineligible for enrollment in CRP.

Cost share is allowed for one weed and/or insect control treatment within 24 months after the planting of trees/shrubs if approved by the COC and it is a part of the conservation plan.

Diagram 4: 



Living Snow Fence
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APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      

Resource Concerns for Eligibility










Snow Management
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Practice Eligibility (Need and feasibility):

Check area to be protected 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lanes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Roads






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Railroads
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public Facilities
Ineligible Practice:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protected area is not one of the above


Site Suitability (from site visit):

Acreage is suitable for the practice*? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No**
(Use the CTSG found in the eFOTG, Section I to determine tree or shrub suitability for the offered acres)

Notes:

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 **The site is unsuitable for the practice

Extent of Living Snow Fence (# of rows, check one, and width)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two: Width    ft. (Max. width is up to 53 ft. including maintenance area*)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Three: Width    ft. (Max. width is up to 73 ft. including maintenance area*)

*One rod width (16.5 ft) may be enrolled around the perimeter of the living snow fence for maintenance, access and canopy development.

Designed Minimum Setback**       ft. Wide

**Minimum designed setback is measured from the edge of the road right-of way (windward side of ditch) to the first row of the living snow fence (leeward side).  The set back is based on snow transport, fence porosity and attack angle of wind from the U of M Living Snow Fence Design Module found at the following website: http://climate.umn.edu/snow_fence/Components/Design/introduction.htm
A) Maximum Leeward Snow Catch Area = 
Designed Minimum Setback distance (ft.) x length of living snow fence (ft.):
      ft2
B) Maximum Windward Snow Catch Area = 

66 ft. x length of living snow fence (ft.):       ft2
Designed Total Eligible Snow Catch Area = A x B        ft2
Wind Direction





Windward Snow Catch Area


This area can be part of the CRP-1 if not cropped





Maximum distance is 66 ft.





Optional


Maintenance Area


(� EMBED Equation.3  ��� 1 rod wide or)


16.5 ft.) perimeter





Living snow fence


2 or 3 rows





Leeward Snow Catch Area


See standard 380 for measurement


When all other eligibility requirements are met this area can be part of the CRP-1





Designed set back distance





Right-of-Way


Boundary





Road Ditch





Road
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