CP22 Riparian Buffer

This practice is available for all Watersheds.
The purposes of this practice are to: remove nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides, and other pollutants from surface runoff and subsurface flow by deposition, absorption, plant uptake, denitrification, and other processes, and thereby reduce pollution and protect surface water and subsurface water quality while enhancing the ecosystems of the water body; create shade to lower water temperature to improve habitat for aquatic organisms; provide a source of detritus and large woody debris for aquatic organisms and habitat for wildlife.

Use the NRCS Practice Standard Riparian Forest Buffer, Code 391 to design this practice with the qualifications that only native species will be planted.

Buffer Width

The minimum practice width will be that needed to achieve the desired purpose for this practice.

On all sites the riparian buffer may be extended beyond the normal CREP maximum limitation of 180 feet.  All sites are authorized to extend the width, up to a maximum of 350 feet, without additional site specific technical need to provide water quality improvement, wildlife habitat, and reduce the impacts of flooding.

An extension up to a total width of 600 feet may be allowed if the soil types on at least 51% of the land within the extension areas are mapped as frequently or occasionally flooded soils.

Additional land may be enrolled (beyond 600 feet) as determined by FSA using the “infeasible to farm” provisions.

The riparian buffer begins at the top of the stream bank.  Some land adjacent to the stream may not meet the eligibility criteria and will not be enrolled in the CCRP; however, this ineligible land shall be included:

· In the area used as a riparian buffer
· In the conservation plan

· When determining the allowable width of the riparian buffer
Additional Guidance for Watering Facilities

This practice allows for cost sharing the establishment of alternative watering facilities and fencing only when livestock are present on the site and the enrollment into CREP removes the source of livestock water.  Fences will be established according to NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Fencing Code 382.  There are 2 options for alternative water sources; 1. water facilities such as troughs and tanks, and 2. water developments for example dug, bored or drilled wells or springs or ponds.  The choice of alternative water source will be the lowest cost option suitable for the situation.  Alternative water sources will be designed according to the NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Watering Facilities Code 614.  All landowners receiving cost share assistance on watering facilities will be encouraged to develop a separate prescribed grazing plan on their grazeable non-CRP acres.
Natural regeneration of the riparian buffer is acceptable if MN/DNR documents that:

· An adequate seed source for trees and shrubs is present.

· Under normal conditions, the appropriate cover will be established within 2 years of CRP-1 effective date.

· Erosion and runoff will be controlled during the establishment period.

· Weeds, noxious plants, and other unapproved plant species will be controlled during the establishment period.

· No cost share is paid for natural regeneration and the producer will plant approved cover, without cost share, if the riparian buffer is not established within 2 years of CRP-1 effective date.

Design Guidance for Riparian Buffer Plantings 

In the Tall Grass Prairie Ecosystem Zone, within the Southwest and Northwest CREP areas, tree planting practices will not be implemented on sites determined to be;

· Within ¼ mile of native prairie/native grass plantings greater then 80 acres in size

· Within 1 mile of known Greater Prairie Chicken lecs

· Within 1 mile of Sharp-tailed Grouse lecs

In the Tall Grass Prairie Ecosystem Zone, within the Southwest and Northwest CREP areas, first identify the original native vegetation (prairie of forest cover) using the Marshner maps.  Strongly encourage the landowner to re-establish the original native vegetation.  When a landowner is adamant about planting trees on what was a prairie site only modified tree planting practice designs will be implemented on sites determined to be;

· Greater then ¼ mile of native prairie/native grass plantings greater then 80 acres in size

· Greater then 1 mile of known Greater Prairie Chicken lecs

· Greater then 1 mile of Sharp-tailed Grouse lecs

These modified planting designs will be limited to woody species with less then a 20-30 foot expected mature height, see Appendix B for a list of acceptable woody species by CREP area.   

Riparian Buffer sites determined to provide flood damage reduction benefits may also be enrolled under the flood damage reduction location eligibility.  When enrolled for this purpose the land must be placed under a permanent easement.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program


APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Site Suitability (from site visit):

A. Document the water quality problem if this is the purpose of the practice: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. When the practice purpose is water quality the site must be capable of providing this function.  Indicate if additional practices need to be used to convert concentrated flow areas to sheet flow:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 shaping and grading
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 flow diversion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 level spreaders

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 vegetative barriers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 contour buffers
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 contour furrows

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 site is not capable of providing a water quality function
C. When the site will be used for purposes other than water quality it must be determined to be capable of providing that function.  Potential unsuitable site conditions include;  

Check appropriate reasons below: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 inability to support acceptable vegetation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 channel bank stability

STOP!!!! Unsuitable site

Extent of eligible area:
(must complete A, B and C separately)
A. Minimum width needed for practice purpose is:   
Width     ft.








Note: NTE 180 ft.
B. Width can be extended up to a maximum of 350 ft.
Extended Width Selected:      ft.
Check one (required)




Note: NTE 170 ft.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 water quality
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 wildlife
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 reduce flooding impacts
C. Width can be further extended if the soil mapped types are at least 51% occasionally flooded or frequently flooded within the extension area.  Show location and extent of “frequently and occasionally flooded” soils on photo, map or sketch.
Extended Width Selected:      ft.








Note: NTE 250 ft.
D. Total Width
Total width     ft. (NTE 600 ft. total width)

E. Non Payment Areas
a. Are areas present that may not be eligible for payment?  FORMDROPDOWN 

b. Check appropriate reason(s) below if yes.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-cropland acres between cropland acres and area to be protected provide effective filtering 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Part or all of offered cropland acres currently provide effective filtering.

Continued Next Page
c. Effective filtering vegetation in non-cropland and cropland acres must: be included in the area used as a filter strip and be in the conservation plan.  Acreage of this vegetation may be deducted by FSA from overall filter strip acreage to determine acreage eligible for CRP payments.
· For CRP the starting point for measuring minimum riparian widths begins immediately adjacent to the feature to be protected.

· Land with a restrictive easement or covered by a state or local law that requires the establishment of vegetation may not be eligible for CRP. 
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