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Grazing Plan
Conservation Activity Plan(CAP) Code (110)

Landowner(s) Name(s)___________________________________________________________

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________State__________________________Zip____________
Phone Numbers_________________________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________________________________
Plan Author____________________________________________________________________
Author Address_________________________________________________________________
City______________________________State__________________________Zip____________
Author Phone#________________________________  Email____________________________
Technical Service Provider ID#_____________________________________________________
Technical Service Provider Signature ________________________________________________
Date of Original Plan Completion___________________________________________________
Dates of Plan Revision(s) _________________________________________________________
Note:  Updates of plans may be made with dated, handwritten notes.  Please be sure to initial the updates.
This template should be used in cooperation with the landowner and the local NRCS field office.
Using this format will insure that the essential items will be included in the grazing plan.
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Chapter 1:   Background and Site Information

Property Location
Land Operator Name (if different from Land Owner): __________________________________________________________

Address of Property: _________________________________________

City or town:___________________ State: ____________Zip:________

County:____________ Township __________ Section:______________

FSA Farm and Tract Numbers (if applicable):______________________

Insert road map from the NRCS field office to the plan location here









GPS Coordinates (optional):____________________________________

Total ownership acreage:______________________________________

Total Grazing Acreage: _______________________________________

Total Acreage Covered By This Plan: _____________________________
Does the operator reside at the property covered by the plan?
Address of Operator(if different from property location)___________________________________________________
City________________________ State ___________  Zip____________
Phone________________________ Email ________________________

Operator Goals (state what the operator wants to accomplish by adopting a Prescribed Grazing System:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Some typical objectives include but are not limited to:  1. Forage yield, quality, diversity, or persistence.  2. Meet livestock nutritional needs.  3. Maximize browse, forage, and roughage pasture yields.                4.  Improve cost efficiency.  5.  Maintain or improve wildlife habitat.  6.  Maintain or improve water quality.  7.  Prevent or reduce erosion.  8. Pollinator habitat or protection.  



Chapter 2:  Resource Inventory

ON FARM RESOURCE INVENTORY

Items to bring to the farm include aerial photos, soil maps, topographic maps, and a camera. Use this link to access the Inventory Worksheet:  http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/grazing/Prescribed/Prescribed.html
Use the Inventory Worksheet on the farm and submit the completed worksheet with this Conservation Activity Plan.
For information about evaluating wells for the purpose of planning a pipeline contact your local NRCS Grazing Specialist.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


  WEB SOIL SURVEY SOILS REPORT
Use Web Soil Survey http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
 to create a tabular soils report with pasture or hayland interpretations to arrive at estimates of potential yields.  Use this table as an example
	Soil Symbol
	Soil Map Unit Name
	Acres in Tract
	% of Tract
	Estimated Alfalfa Grass Hay Yield

	301 C
	Lindstrom Silt Loam, 6-12% slopes
	14.7
	11.9
	5.7 T/A

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE MAP
Use aerial photos at a 660 scale with a North orientation arrow to indicate location of fences, watering facilities, feedlots, waste handling facilities, and livestock handling facilities.  Identify with operator name, section, twp, and range.  If environmentally sensitive features are not numerous, the planner may show their location on this map.  Print and attach in this section of the plan.

FORAGE SUITABILITY GROUP MAP
Print and attach map showing forage suitability groups here.
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
Print and attach topographic map here.

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE FEATURES MAP
If the extent of environmentally sensitive features is great or there are threatened or endangered species on the property, create a separate map.













Chapter 3:  Grazing CAP Format 
Bold and underlined text are chapter headings 
General Information: 
1. Letters and Correspondence
2. Background and Site Information (Page 1 and Chapter 1 of this Template)
Resource Inventory:
1. Farm Resource Inventory (from Chapter 2 above)
2. Web Soil Survey Report
4. Ecological Site Description Report (if available and applicable)
5. Existing Infrastructure Map(include environmentally sensitive features if   extent is small) Scale 1:660 whenever practical
                          6. Forage Suitability Group Map (Scale 1:660 whenever practical)
                          7. Topographic Map 
      	             8. Environmentally Sensitive Features Map (if extent or number is large)
9. A forage inventory of the expected quantity, quality, and species in each    management unit.  Identification of key forage species present
Grazing Plan: 
1. Grazing Plan Map
a. 1:660 Scale with North arrow
b. Shows location of existing and planned fence, pipeline, watering facilities, heavy use area protection, and other facilitating practices overlaid on orthorectified aerial photo using NRCS planning symbology.
c. Management units (paddocks) identified with a number or name and acreages shown.
2. Livestock Forage Balance Sheet for Existing and Planned Conditions
3. Planned Livestock Forages
a. Forage and Biomass Seeding Plans
4. Planned Number, Kind, Class and Weights of Livestock
5. Planned Estimated Quantities and Types of Fence
6. Planned Watering System Estimated Quantities and Components
a. Pipeline (length and type)
b. Watering Facilities (size and number of tanks)
c. Ponds (number and location)
d. Spring Developments (number and location)
e. Steam Crossings (number and location)
f. Estimated daily water consumption for each kind and class of livestock
7. Planned Heavy Use Protection and or Animal Trails and Walkways
a. Number of Tank Pads
b. Feet of Animal Trails and Walkways
8. Other Essential Practices as Needed (note need for practice and location)
a. Brush Management
b. Firebreak
c. Forage Harvest Management
d. Herbaceous Weed Control
e. Nutrient Management
9. Grazing System Management
a. When to begin and terminate grazing
b. Brush and weed control
c. Pasture fertilization and nutrient management
d. A contingency plan that outlines strategies for drought, excessive rainfall, insects, or flooding
e. Sacrificial paddocks
f. Rejuvenation of sacrificial paddocks
g. Forage deficiencies and surpluses
h. Grazing management prior to fall freeze up
i. Livestock outwintering areas identified

Monitoring:
1.  Livestock Grazing Records	http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/grazing/Prescribed/Prescribed.html



2. Pasture Condition Scoresheet and Guide to Pasture Condition Scoring
http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/grazing/publications.html

Additional Guidance and Planning Documents 
http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/grazing/Practices/practice.html

Chapter 4:  Delivering the Plan/Roles and Responsibilities


The Grazing Plan and supporting documentation will be delivered to the producer at a meeting that will be held at the local NRCS Field Office with a member of the local NRCS staff present.
Each Section of the Plan will be reviewed with the producer.
The role of the Technical Service Provider(TSP) will be to assist the producer in recording their decisions about the grazing management strategies they wish to pursue to implement the plan. The TSP will identify the kind and extent of conservation practices just as NRCS grazing staff would when assisting producers.  The TSP is not responsible for developing engineering plans and specifications unless they possess the Technical Approval Authority ( TAA) and will not exceed their TAA for any conservation practice planned.
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