
Environmental Quality Incentives Program

2004 Program and Policies for MInnesota

Background

The Environmental Quality Incetives Program (EQIP) was reauthorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002.  Originally authorized in the 1996 Farm Bill, EQIP provides technical assistance, cost-share payments, and incentive payments to assist crop, livestock, and other agricultural producers with environmental and conservation improvements to their operations.

Minnesota Program Objectives:

Support the National Program Objectives and National Priorities.

Promote assistance to producers that addresses existing problems in protecting soil, water, air, and related resources.

Promote policies that encourage the implementation of cost-effective conservation practices.

Provide a state program that facilitates local input and priorities in developing contracts.

Provide a state program that results in efficient administration, timely decisions, quality contracts and sound conservation on the land.

Provide assistance to underserved individuals and groups, including American Indian Tribes/individuals, limited resource producers, beginning producers, and other locally identified groups.

2004 MN EQIP Allocations

MN EQIP funds will be allocated through a two-tier approach, first by the 91 Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) boundaries and then by the 7 NRCS Area boundaries.  Each NRCS field office used its SWCD and Local Work Group to develop a local EQIP program and determine local priorities.  Each local program description and ranking worksheet can be viewed in the SWCD Guidelines page.  EQIP applications will first be scored, ranked, and funded at the local level based on the local priorities and the local allocation.  Applications unfunded at the local level will be forwarded to the NRCS Area office.  Applications at the Area level will be scored, ranked, and funded based on each Area’s priorities.

MN EQIP Conservation Practice Payment Docket.

Local, area, and state personnel and other agencies and groups developed the EQIP docket establishing statewide cost-share rates and payment methods.  Counties and areas use this docket to determine eligible practices and the cost-share available for each.  Using local input, some offices may choose to remove a practice from their list of eligible local practices.  In these instances the practices removed is noted in the SWCD’s local program description.

MN EQIP Scoring Worksheet.

A template scoring worksheet was developed to assist offices in ranking their applications. The worksheet scores the 4 national EQIP priorities: soil erosion, water quality, air quality, and wildlife habitat, plus grazing, forestry, and other local concerns  In Minnesota, applications must address at least 1 of the 4 national priorities in order to be a high priority application considered for funding.  An application scoring 0 in the National Priority Score will be considered a low priority application and be ineligible for funding at this time.  Each locality modified the worksheet to prioritize their local resource concerns.  

For more information on the Minnesota EQIP program contact:

Tim Koehler
Sid Cornelius

Assistant State Conservationist
Resource Conservationist

375 Jackson St. Ste 600
375 Jackson St. Ste 600

St. Paul, MN
St. Paul, MN

651-602-7857
651-602-7871

e-mail: tim.koehler@mn.usda.gov
e-mail: sid.cornelius@mn.usda.gov
Framework for Developing a Locally-led EQIP

Each District Conservationist (DC) and Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) worked jointly to develop a local EQIP program.  District EQIP allocations are provided to those districts that developed a written EQIP program detailing their local priorities, and how they will score and rank applications.  

Each SWCD convened the Local Work Group to advise the NRCS on the local EQIP process including ranking criteria, local priorities, local resource concerns, and local outreach and information.  The Local Work Group recommended the local program description and ranking worksheet to the DC.  The Local Work Group also provided the DC with recommendations regarding practices to be deleted from the state cost-share docket.

The NRCS DC provided the local EQIP description, ranking worksheet, and any docket changes along with the Local Work Group’s recommendations through their respective Area office to the State Conservationist.

The State Conservationist reviewed and approved each local EQIP program.  The local program description and ranking worksheet must be available on the Internet through the Minnesota NRCS home page before any local contracts can be approved.

Local Work Group development of local EQIP.

_______________________________________________ District FY04 EQIP

1. List the local resource concerns that EQIP can address:

2. If applicable, list any geographic regions (i.e. watersheds, townships, etc.) and their respective resource concerns within the District to receive priority:

3. Prioritize and weight each local resource concern for the district.  Weight must be between 1 and 10:





Resource





Factor



Priority



Weight

A1. Erosion Control







A2 Gully Control







B1 Water Resource







B2 Wastewater/CNMP






C Habitat Improvement






D Air Quality








E Impaired Water







F Distance








G Grazing System







H Forest Mgt.







 Additional Local*







* If the additional local concern is scored, describe the concern here and how points will be scored.  Include any geographic priorities.

4. Attach the scoring worksheet as recommended for the district.

5. List any recommended practices to be deleted from the state Conservation Practice Payment Document

The local EQIP program description, cost-share docket changes, and ranking worksheet must be reviewed and approved by the State Conservationist before any EQIP contract is approved and signed.

This document serves as the Local Work Group recommendation for FY 04 EQIP.  Attached is a roster of participation in the Local Work Group. 

Chair, Local Work Group
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