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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 316 – Animal Mortality Facility  
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. Consult General Provision 15 for Ag Waste System payment cap information. 
2. Payment is authorized for animal mortality facilities with the following provision 

a) The dead animals to be composted must be produced by the producer’s operation 
and not purchased or provided by outside sources. 

b) Composting facilities shall be sized for the composting of animal mortalities 
only.   

c) The measured square foot area is the area of the bins. 
3. In-Vessel Mechanically Grinding Batch Composters shall meet the following 

minimum requirements: 
a) Minimum capacity of 1000 lbs per batch. 
b) Have test data showing for a minimum of 3 discrete samples of composted 

material at the end of the batch process: 
− the density of fecal coliform less than 1,000 most probable numbers (MPN) per 

gram total solids, or 
− the density of Salmonella sp. bacteria must be less than 3 MPN per 4 grams of 

total solids (dry-weight basis). 
− Composter must be capable of this performance for expected range of 

temperatures in winter. 
c) Additional facilities, meeting MN Board of Animal Health requirements, shall be 

included to provide an additional secondary composting period in the form of a 
static pile.  This facility shall be sized to accommodate all composted material 
discharged from the In-Vessel composter.  The secondary composting period shall 
consist of allowing the material to complete a composting temperature cycle, 
maintaining thermophilic temperatures for a minimum of 1 week. 

d) Must be constructed of materials that will provide an expected life greater than 10 
years 

4. In-vessel plug flow composters shall meet the following minimum requirements: 
a) Minimum capacity of 2,500 lbs per week 
b) Have test data showing results described in 2.(b) above.  Composter must be 

capable of this performance for expected range of temperatures in winter 
c) If the residence time is less than 1 week, facilities as described in 2.(c) above 

must be provided to finish the compost. 
d) Must be constructed of materials that will provide an expected life greater than 10 

years. 
5. A CNMP is NOT required for an Animal Mortality Facility (316).  
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6. All composting systems must meet MN Board of Animal Health requirements.  
Offices must check with their Area Engineer regarding the eligibility status of In-
Vessel Mortality Composters prior to approving any application with this practice. 

7. The maximum payment allowable is square feet of bin area based on the current 
capacity of the existing facility plus up to 25% expansion. 
 

 


