O Conservation Security
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United States Depariment of Agriculture

January 2005 Stearns County, Minnesota

The Conservation Security Program (CSP) is a unique new program that offers payments for topnotch
conservation farmers. Unlike other programs that help farmers correct resource problems, CSP rewards those
who already act as model conservationists. It also pays qualified farmers to do further environmental
enhancements, such as additional conservation treatments, monitoring, on-farm demonstrations and more.
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Payments

The final CSP rule will
determine payment levels by
tier of participation. It is
anticipated the CSP rule will
be finalized in January of
2005. When NRCS determines
the payment level for each
watershed, farmers will be
notified.

Attend one of the informational
meetings listed on the reverse
side to pick up your CSP self-
assessment workbook.

How CSP Works

1. The CSP sign-up will be
offered in the Sauk River
watershed in Stearns, Douglas,
Pope, Todd and Meeker
counties.

2. Farmers complete a self-
assessment workbook to
determine eligibility.

3. Eligible farmers within these
watersheds submit an
application.

4. Based on the application
and conservation activities, the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
will determine applicant
eligibility and payments.

NRCS will provide the
necessary materials for
farmers to complete and
document the benchmark
inventory.
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If you own or operate a farm in the Sauk watershed area highlighted on the map above, please plan

on attending one of the following CSP meetings to
corresponds to meeting location on map).

get more information (meeting number

CSP Informational Meetings -- Plan to Attend!

1) St. Martin Parish Meeting Hall
Monday, January 10, 2005, 10 am — Noon

6) Eden Valley Senior Center
Wednesday, January 19, 2005, 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm

2) Melrose City Hall
Monday, January 10, 2005, 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm

7) Freeport, Charlie’s Cafe
Tuesday, January 25, 2005, 10 am — Noon

3) Sauk Centre NEW City Hall (320 Oak St. South)
Thursday, January 13, 2005, 10 am — Noon

8) Cold Spring American Legion (209 Main St.)
Tuesday, January 25, 2005, 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm

4) Waite Park City Hall (0.5 mile east of Fleet Farm)
Thursday, January 13, 2005, 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm

9) Roscoe Roadside Tavern
Thursday, January 27, 2005, 10 am — Noon

5) Spring Hill Horseshoe Bar
Wednesday, January 19, 2005, 10 am — Noon

10) Sauk Centre NEW City Hall (320 Oak St. South)
Thursday, January 27, 2005, 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people conserve, maintain and improve our natural
resources and environment.
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