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NRCS Field Office Talking Points on CSP

All field office employees should review and use the National CSP talking points and Q&As—http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/
The Blue Earth River Watershed in south-central Minnesota and northern Iowa is one of 18 watersheds in the nation selected for the new Conservation Security Program (CSP) in 2004.  

The Blue Earth Watershed includes parts of Martin, Faribault, Blue Earth, Freeborn, Jackson, Watonwan, and Cottonwood counties in Minnesota and Emmet, Kossuth and Winnebago counties in Iowa.  The total watershed comprises approximately 1million acres with almost 80% located in Minnesota.

The predominant land cover/use is cropland, with the major crops being corn and soybeans.  The remaining acres are divided between pastureland, forest, developed land, water and other miscellaneous land.   

Why was this Watershed selected?  
Watersheds were selected that have a wide range of land uses, high priority resource issues, and a history of good land stewardship on the part of landowners.  The Blue Earth River has been identified as having water quality resource concerns.  There is also a high density of confined livestock produced in the watershed. 

Who can benefit from CSP?
 Farmers and producers who have been and are now applying good conservation practices on their farms.

How does the program work?

The first step for interested applicants is to complete a self-assessment workbook to determine their initial eligibility for CSP. 
The self-assessment will determine the current level of conservation treatments being applied by applicants.  Producers that successfully complete the workbook process will then be interviewed by an NRCS employee.  By law, the CSP has a limited amount of technical assistance funds which makes the producer self-assessment critical to the program’s success.    

When a producer is determined to be eligible they can submit an application.  All applications will be placed into pre-selected national eligibility categories.  Only those applications from nationally selected categories will be selected for enrollment. 

Applicants selected for approval must develop a specific CSP contract with NRCS.

It’s a competitive program

The objective of CSP is to “Reward the Best, Motivate the Rest”.  Applications will compete on a national basis for the funds available in FY04.  It is projected that there are sufficient funds to approve approximately 3000 - 4000 contracts this year.  CSP eligibility requires applicants to have already implemented a high level of existing conservation.  At a minimum, they will need to have soil erosion and water quality practices in place, including nutrient and pest management.

Timeline

Informational meetings, mailings, and news articles throughout June.
Signup July 6 - 30
Funding decisions made in early Sept.


- 1 -

