
BENTON SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

* - Native Tree and Shrub Information

CONIFEROUS

Cedar, Red

The red cedar is a small, hardy tree.  It grows 20 to 60 feet tall.  It is food for wildlife
habitat and windbreaks. Shade-intolerant: slow growing; long lived.  Plant on well drained
soils.  The berrylike fruits are about 1/4 inch in diameter and bluish to bluish white in
color.

Cedar, White

25 to 50 ft.  Prefers a moist rich soil, somewhat tolerant to wet soils.  Will tolerate light
shade but will be more open in growth habit  Fruit is a small (3/8) light brown cone. 
Shade tolerant; slow growing; moderately long lived.

Fir, Balsam

40 to 75 ft.  Flattened needles, shiny above and silvery-blue below, 3/4 inch long, blunt or
notched at end,  Ruffed, spruce, and sharptail grouse eat the buds and needles.  Very
shade tolerant; slow growing; intermediate lived.

Pine, Jack

It will survive on the driest soils in the state, and makes rapid growth during the first 10 to
15 years.  It is a rather small tree, reaching a height of 25 to 40 feet under favorable
conditions.  The small cones are about 1-1/2 inches long, often strongly curved.  Very
shade tolerant; fast growing; short lived.

Pine, Norway

40 to 60 ft.  Lives 200-300 yrs.  Prefers light acid sandy soils.  Will grow in poorer sites
than White Pine but not as poor as Jack Pine.  Fair for wildlife.  Shade intolerant;
moderately fast growing; long lived.  Minnesota State Tree.

White, Pine

Rapid growing: up to 40 to 70 ft.  Lives 200 to 300 yrs.  Does well in a variety of soils. 
Fair for wildlife and farmstead shelterbelts.  Not recommended for field windbreaks. 
Intermediate shade tolerance; fast growing; long lived. 

Spruce, Black

Small to medium tree, 25 to 30 ft.  Shade-tolerant; moderately slow-growing; moderately
long lived.  Common marsh and bog species.

DECIDUOUS (cont.)

Oak, Pin

Grows 40 to 60 ft. tall and can reach two feet in diameter.  Often found on dry uplands
and sandy soils.  Shade intolerant;  moderately fast growing; moderately ling lived. 
Susceptible to oak wilt.

Oak, Red

60 to 70 ft.  It is found on a variety of soils, except on the drier clay uplands.  It prefers
moist, rich soils on north, east or north-east exposures.  Moderately shade tolerant; fast
growing; long lived.  Susceptible to oak wilt.

Oak, White

50 to 70 ft. in height and 3 to 4 feet in diameter. Grows on a wide variety of soils, but
usually on upland clay soils.  Intermediate in shade tolerance; moderately slow growing;
very long lived.  Good resistance to oak wilt.

Walnut, Black

50 to 70 ft.  Large, open crown; trunk up to 36" diameter.  Does well in rich, well drained
lowland sites.  Shade intolerant; fast growing; moderately long lived.

SMALL TREES

Chokecherry, Common

20 to 30 ft.  Prefers rich loamy, well drained soil.  Fruit dark purple/black, edible-tart.
Excellent for birds.  Moderately shade tolerant; fast growing; short lived.

Plum, American

10 to 30 ft.  Lives 35-65 yrs.  Prefers loams.  White, fragrant flowers.  1"-11/2" plums
ripening in Aug. to Sept.; edible and used for jellies.  Good for wildlife.  Shade intolerant;
moderately fast growing; medium lifespan.

SHRUBS

Cherry, Sand

Spruce, White

Grows 40 to 60 ft.  Prefers moist, sandy loam soils, but will tolerate more dry conditions.
Quite adaptable to difficult conditions such as heat, cold and drought.  Good in
windbreaks.  Winter cover for many species.  Shade tolerant; moderately slow growing;
long lived.

Spruce, Black Hills

Grows 40 to 80 ft.  Prefers moist, sandy loam soils. Quite adaptable to difficult conditions
such as heat, cold and drought.  Good in windbreaks.  Winter cover for many species. 
Shade tolerant; moderately slow growing; 

Tamarack

Grows 40 to 60 ft.  Although most commonly found in swamps and muskegs, it will grow
on well-drained upland sites:  can tolerate a wide range of soil moisture conditions.  Shade
intolerant; fast growing; long lived.

DECIDUOUS

Ash, Green

Moderate growth; up to 40 to 60 ft.  Lives 100-150 yrs.  Prefers wide range of soils.
Tolerates flooding.  Good hardwood species for farmstead shelterbelts and windbreaks. 
Moderately shade tolerant; fast growing; moderately long lived.

Birch, Paper

40 to 60 ft.  It is a showy tree in the woods with its white bark.  Paper birch occurs on
moist wooded slopes and along streams.  Shade intolerant; fast-growing; short lived.

Linden (Basswood)

50 to 75 ft.  A large, wide-spreading, round-topped tree with dense foliage. It is found on
cool, moist soils in coves and on north and east slopes. The tree blossoms in late May or
June, and the blossoms are a favorite with bees.  Shade tolerant; moderately slow
growing; long lived.

Maple, Red

Medium to rapid growth; up to 40 to 70 ft.  Prefers slightly acid sandy loams.  Very good
for wildlife.  Not recommended for farmstead shelterbelts.  Intermediate shade tolerant;
moderately fast growing; moderately long lived.

Maple, Silver

Fast growing large tree; 40 to 70 ft.  Needs full sun.  Tolerates a wide range of soil types. 
Prefers a deep, moist soil but will grow in poor soil.  Branches can be brittle.  Moderately
shade tolerant; fast growing; moderately short lived.

Maple, Sugar

Slow growing; up to 40 to 70 ft.  Lives 75-150+ yrs.  Prefers loams & clay loams; shorter
lived on sandy soils.  Not recommended for farmstead shelterbelts or windbreaks.  Very
shade tolerant; slow growing; long lived.

Oak, Bur

3 to 6 ft.  Prefers loamy soils.   High wildlife value.  Shade intolerant;  medium growth
rate; short lived.

Chokeberry, Black

8 to 12 ft.  On well drained, moist cool soils.  White, flat-top clusters of flowers in June
turn to scarlet red fruit that drop in clusters.  Fruit edible & used for jellies if not taken by
birds.  Shade tolerant; moderately fast growing; short lived.

Dogwood, Gray

5 to 15 ft.  Tolerates a wide variety of soils.  Small white flowers turn to white berries. 
Good for wildlife.  Shade tolerant; moderately fast growing; short lived.

Dogwood, Redosier

5 to 15 ft.  Tolerates a wide variety of soils.  Does well in wet areas and is flood tolerant. 
Small white flowers turn to white berries.  Good for wildlife.  

Indigo, False

6 to 12 ft. A shrub that grows right at the edge of lakes and streams on sandy or silty
banks. It tolerates some flooding, and ice damage. The delicate lacy foliage is very
attractive, and the long clusters of blue flowers are conspicuous in the summer.  Shade
intolerant; fast growing; short lived. 

Hazelnut

6 to 12 ft.  Tolerates a wide variety of soils.  Forms clumps or thickets. Good for wildlife. 
Partial shade; medium growth rate; medium lifespan.

Juneberry

10 to 12 ft.  A large native tree-like shrub.  Attractive for its shiny foliage, red fall color
and fruit display.  Good for wildlife.  Loam through clay. Full sun to partial shade; medium
growth rate; short lived.  

Willow, Flame

10 to 20 ft.  Dense branching and compact oval form.  Bark is orange-red in winter.  Good
for wildlife.  Sand through clay.  Moderately shade tolerant; fast growing; short lived.  

WILDLIFE PACKET

Grows 50 to 80 ft.  Extremely adaptable to a wide range of soils and conditions.  Good
resistance to oak wilt.  Intermediate shade tolerant; slow growing; long lived.

30 Trees - 5 each of six different species

Black Chokeberry, Highbush Cranberry, American Plum, Bur Oak, White Spruce and
White Cedar.


