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Sl Qurvey

Sl surveys provice afid dbesed sd etific inetay o
sal resources, indudng sal naps, dataaou physicd ad
chemncd properties of sals ad infarnation on the
paeatids adlimtaios o eechsal.

The NRGSis the lead Federd agency resposible for the

sal nappng of pivae lans. Mry aher stae ad | ocd

apcy partners dso cotribue bah staf f and naney to the
nappi ng ef fat.

il surveys have nany uses, but are intended for pecp e
sowed theladfitsthesdl. Silsddacanbe wisadto
eamre iy eead e aress, paatid velads, sites
vhere livestock nanre codd be dstributed wthlittle
enviromartad inpect, prine farmhand, o aher sol
inepeaios criticd torstud resource nanegenent .
Sils dtais dsousefu to urben darers ad aher

gover et agenci es.

Dring FY 2003, Mmnesata soil sci entists napped al nast
oe mllion acres.

Tre first sal surveys vere codcted a catury agp. Just
as tine hes progressed, so has sail nappi ng technd ogy.
Thedgtizingd sal naps ad the devd oonert of the sal
survey geogy g c cetabese e aninegd part o the sal
survey process today. They are conpl eted concurrently
wthaher adivitiesinbathintid ad naintenace sal
srvey prg ects.
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For nore infornati on about soilss in Mnnesota
Check out the MN NRCS vebsite::
WW. nm. nr ¢s. usda. gov

A sdl survey geoggohic datadmese is ae o the products
of acopleted sal survey. The sal survey geographi c
datdeseismainandinthefidd o fice ad achived &
the Nttionad Grtography and Geospetid Center.

The Soil Survey Geographi c Database (S3R3) is the
nost detaled geoyghic databese It cotams dgtd dita
devel oped fromdeta led soil survey naps that are generd ly
a scdesd 112000 a 124,000

Grrently, there are 36 couties in NMmesata that neet
SS R standards, and work i s undervay on nany
ahers. Inaddtion NRSisworkingwthits patners to

uilize newtechrdages adto speed pthedgtizing o
sal suves.

Sl Sietistspday anineyd role in USDA NRCS
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Lester - Loam
The Lester Sries casists o very deep, vell drained sal's
thet forned inloany, cdcaeas dadd till, sngaud
narai nes. 9 opes range from5 to 70 percent. Man annua
precipitationis aou 28 inches ad neen amud sal
tenperature i s about 49 degrees.
These sai | s forned under wooded vegetation that has been
renaved in nany aress for agicdturd production Were
wed far arges, corn and soybears are the principa ones.
Qrnyidds range from107 to 144 bushe §/ acre ad
soybeans from27 to 44 bushd s/ acre, depend ng on per cert
slope and clinate in Mj or Land Resource Area 103,
Lester sals ae o noderae edet, occuringin 75 nap
witsin 17 couties insouhcatrd Nimesda Tdd ares
are over 600,000

Determnation of sol texturesis oe o theinpor tat
physica properties sdl sdetistsidatifyinthefidd

Silsinfornationis the foundation of all Farm
P ograns, conservation planning and other technicd
services which NRCS proddsstoit’ s custoners.
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