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Fieds in Grservati on

Fscd Year 2003 vias a bamer year far coservaionin Mmesata. Hgher fuding levd s for
exi sting prograns and new prograns nade conservation an essi er and nare accessi bl e choi ce
for Mnnesata s private | andowers.

This pest year or agency husiness plan and goals were achieved in besicdly d | prograns.

Wile angjor part of our vork ef fort vas drected to FrmB 11 programi npl enertati on, NRCS M ssi on
nuch vas acconpl i shed in our ongoing Soil Survey, Wat ersheds, RXDQ and Gnservati on

Tedmicd Assistant Royans. Especidly notevarthy vas our success wth the revanped, Toprovice leadership in a
nore locelly led, Ewviromenta Qality Incentives Rogam(EQR. NCSverked closely | yrtnership ef fat tohdp
wth the NMmesata Associ ation of nservetion Dstricts and Goperative Bdension staf f10 | pe e conserve, i nprove,
rdl at asuooessfu Locd Work Goup training programto NRGS and SAD partners state- | g sustain oo netura
wce  This training provi ded the necessary groundwark to nake | ocal | y-1ed conservation resources and
process vork extrenaly vel | in Nimmesata.  Despite the short inpl enentati on tinefrane envi ronnent .
pdaced nthelocd fidd dfices ar fiddgd f and conservati on partnership si gned up over

three tines as nany EQP cotracts copared to Ascd Year 2002 FY-2008 brought forth

the inpl enentation of a newef fat indving gester ise d Technicd Srvice Rovidersin NRCS Vism
FarmB I programinpl enentati on. Harnony  between Peopl e
and the Land

Ather good exanpl e of excel lert partnership vark in Nlnnesata i s the Wetl and Reserve
Fogram By working hand-i n-hand wth Ducks Whinnted, The Nature Gonservancy, US
FAshad Wildife Sxvice ve vere dde to leverage even nre dd lars far vetl and
retaaiaos A example that shines brightly in northwestern Nimesatais the Gacid Rdge
Rget. Gadd Rdpisthesited the Ntiad sla gest vetl and ad retive grassl ad
restaaionprgect inNrth Amrica A tad o 26 partners ad privae | andowers have
show that by working together a great dedl, nare can be acconpl i shed.

W LLI AM HUNT
Sae @rsavaion st

A Rx tnership for God S evardshi p

NRCSwrks closdy with our 91 Soil and Water Qiservation Dstricts in Mmesata NG enployees in 8 fidd of fices
provi de comservation technicad assi stance to owers and goeratars of private lands to assist themin naki ng sound | and use
dai S as.

Mnnesota NRGS has a tatal of 310 enpl oyees. There were 22 students under the Student Greer Experience Brogramand
Suhkt Tenporary Enpl oyee Rrogramand two H spanic Association of @l leges and Whi versities (HAQ) students.
Prticipationinthe HFGJprogramis noteverthy as this is avay that NRGS can recruit Hspani ¢ students to Nimesata
NRCS continues to nake recruitnent ef farts a severd imstituions of higher education  Recru tnent acconpl i shnents
continue to be nade fromthe 1890 schod s and 1994 Tribkd @leges.
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NRCS enpl oyees work in 83 local WHA Service
Crters across the state of Mnnesota They are resource
cosavaiaists, sal coservaiaists, egrexs, bdaogsts,
agronomsts, and soil sci entists wo vark hand-i n-hand wth
locd ladusarstocosave returd resarces anqrivate lads.

Thisisthefoundation of or coservation prograns, ad
we are coomtted to providing training and technical
assi stance suypport toneet the changng chd lenges ineturd
resour ce nanagenern .

Program Sumar y

This NRCSannual report covers acconpl i shnents from
Qtober 1, 2002 through Septenber 30, 2003, The
fdlovngis apatid listingd sone highigted pragyam
acconpl i shnents.  Mre infornation about NRCS
prograns in Mnnesata can be foud at:
www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov.

O My 13, 2002, Rresident Geor ¢ W. Bssh signed ad
enacted the 2002 FarmB 11, which regreserted or nation' s
strongest conmitnent to conservation ever. NRCS
adnini sters and nanages prograns wi ch are autlined in
the Qreervation Roviisias, Titlell, d the rmBI|.

I ncreased cost-shared funds tramslate into nore vd utary

pr ogr ans.

Sils

Sl surveys provice afid d-besed scetific inetay o
sal resources, indudng sol naps ad data about physi cd
ad chemcd properties o salsas vl asifanation oan
the patertids ad limtaios of eechsal. NGSisthe

| ead Federd agency resposible for sal napping on private
laxds. My aher state ad locd agecy partrers d so
catribue bah staf f and noney to the netiondl cooperative

sol survey napp ng ef fat.

For nore infornati on about soil surveys in Nmesata,
click oto the Mmesota NRGS veb site at:
WWW nm. nr ¢s. usda. gov

Acconpl i shnent s

e Dring FY 2003 Mmesota soil scientists
napped a nost 1 ml i on acres.

e Crrently, 31 Mmesata couties neet Sl
Survey Geographi ¢ Dat abase (SSURX)
standards wiich is the nast detail ed geographic
cht abese

Executive Summary

Environnental Quality Incentives Rrogram (EQP)

This FrmBI11  conservation programhd ps | and users
addess serias thrests tosal, veter adrdaed returd
resorces indudng sal ercsion ad vaer qaity
degradation. EQPd fesfiradd adtedmicd
assistaretohdp ladomes irstd| o gy structud,
veget ati ve and nanegenent practices cdled for in
conservati on cartracts.
Locd Work Goups (LWG)

Locd |y led conservation ves higligted ad priaritized in
the inpl enentati on of the 2003 EQP. lad Wak
Goups, based on il ad Waer Qrservation Dstrict
(S boundaries, chaired by the NNCS District
Qrservationist and facilitated by S staf f and board
nenbers, held neetings to idetify neturd resources
concerns and reconmended BQP 2003 prioriti es.
Ntiod returd resource cocerrs ad ahers identified
locd |y vere then wilized wth a scoring verksheet to
score and rank QP gicdias  This sane process vas
dsowad maregod besis far gays o couties
coinciding to the seven NRCS SAID area boundari es.

Alocations vere a so nade to each of the 91 SAID
boudary level s ad to Aea boudaries.  This d | oved
loca and area NRGS persond to fund cotracts in ranked
adr foosed onthdr locd ad aeapiaities. This
systemyi el ded EQP catradsin& ooauties. This
conpered to onl'y 40 courties receiving catract funds in
previous years wen a State levd socaring ad gdicaion
process ves in place

Acconpl i shrent s

Saends 1,527 gdicdios vererecdved far atad o
$18, 126,000 i n EQP requests.

$15,661, 000 of EQP funds vere obligated wth
Mmnesata producers in 1,210 cotracts for an average
cotract vdue o $12, M3

52%($8,127,000) of the taca EYP funds vere used to
adressaed to annal |ivestock neturd resaurce
COoNCerrs.

The additiod fuxds were used for aher nturd resource
concerns 41%($6, 430, 000) .

$626,000, or 4% ves ddigated to farestry, vildife ar
ad aher mturd resource cocerrs.

Non-livestock rel eted veter qua ity practi ces accounted
for 3%or $470, 000.

Inaddtiontoddigeting this rew$l5.7 millionin FY-G3
hundreds of practices vere inpl enented fromprevi ously
funded EQP contracts.



2003 State Report - Minnesota

Wet| ands Reserve B ogr am (\WRP)

The Wetlands Reserve Rrogram (VD is the Ntion' s
premer Wetlads restaaion progyam It isawvdutay
FarmBIIl programthet of fers | andowers the neans and the
gyortuity to pratect, restore and entance vetlands ontheir
property. The USDA Natural Resources Gnservetion
Service (NS nanages the programas vel | as provi des
technica ad financid support to hel p | andowers wio
petiaptein WRP

Acconpl i shnent s

e |InNmesatain Federd fiscd year 2008, 108
VIR easenants vere obligated on 13,700 acres for
®Lmllion These are located in 24 courties
acrcss the Stae

e Ml80are1nmllionvetladprarie prgect
near the tom of tWenin QGay and Nornan
Qunties in NWMmesata ves funded  The 10
ladbwversinthis ppgect wil restaerearly a3
mle caridy thet, inaddtiontowldife heltat,
wil provide vater qality and flood prevertion
bafits.

e Three Grver Qunty | andowers in the Nnnesata
Rver flooddanwll restare 25 acres of riparian
vood and ad grassland hebitat. Thsaeawll lirk
two existing WBRsh ad Wildife Sxvice uits ad
wll utinstdy be apat o the Nimesata Vdley
Ref uge system

e Lirking 1,750 acres wth 14 Mrshd | Qunty
[ andowners in the Loner Swke Rver vt ershed
near its cofluence wth the Rd Rver of the Nrth
ves dsofuded This prgect hes ddigaed $L6
milionadwll coplete nearly 6 mles of riparian
bf fer dong the Sake and Rd Rvers and provi de
widife veter qdity ad flood rened aion
bafits.

o Mpreviously funded | andowers hed their
essenarts perfected in fiscd year 2003 on over
4,000 acres.

e Inadition thowssad s o aores of vetlands ad
associ ated yd ands vere restared to their pre
drained/ crapped codition  This ind uded restaring
hydrol ogy, gass, faks ad strub veggtaion

e NScotinedtobeaful partner inthe
Legi sl ati ve Gxmassi on on Minnesota Resour ces
(LOVR Funded Wildife Htitat Grridors
Rgect. Duicks Uinited hes cotracted wth
Wetlad Secidist adtedrnicastohdp
inpl enent WRP inthese caridas.

Executive Summary

(nservation Reserve B ogram (CRP)

The Gnservation Reserve Fogram (G is adnini stered
by the FrmSrvice Agecy (FA. Hedd vork, seedng
reconmendat i ons, planning and nonitoring for these nol ti-
year contracts are perforned by NRC5 S/AD and
Techmicd Srvice Roviders (T as part of anongang
vorkl cad in Mnnesot a

Acconpl i shnent s
Grerd Son wp 26
o Atad o ZBZOd fers vere accepted on 79,415
acres far the 266h Grerd QP sgip These acres
vere dated to retive gasses, treess ad wldife
hetitat.

@nt i nuous Gonservation Reserve P ogram ( GCRP)
Hscd year 2003 cotinued to be a strong programyear for
CCRP inNlmesata Tatd acreage ervdled in GRP
bet ween 1997-2003 vas 526, 822 acres.

Acconpl i shnent s

e Fourteen practices vere wised to pratect the state s
sal, vae adwldiferesarces. Riaity
practices induwkd Wetland Restarati on (19,403
ares) ad Hlter Strips (10 107 acres) which
accouted far the nast acreages.

e Qher coservation practices induded Rparian
B fers (454 acres), Farnale Wetl and B fes
(4,31 acres), Frnal e Wetl ands (1, 683 acres)
ad Rdd Windoresk Estad i shrert (1, 489 acres).
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Wat ershed R otection and Hood P eventi on Frogram
(PL-566)

9 nce 1954 when UHA enacted the PL 566 Sl |
Watershed Rogram 17 prg ects have been conpleted in the
staepoidngove $Bmllioninfederd cost shere ddlas
to the econonnc, socid, ad enviromenta vell being of
rua Mnnesota. Four newprg ects—the Bear Geek and
the Witevater g ects in EMy the Kenerazi Little
Fock in SWVMN and the Shake Rver Hood Gontral
Aoect in NWMNhave dbligated an additiona $24 nal i on
st seedlas.

Acconpl i shnent s

o Waeashedpamingattivitiesvereintiated wthin
the Upper Rdican Rver Waeshed Dstridt, the
Gty of Detrat Lakes, and the Becker Gunty Sail
ad Water Grservetion Dstrict to reduce non
pant, tad phosphorass run o f into rat Leke

e In Fy 2003, handi capped accessibl e construction
plans and speci fications for i nprovenants vere
conpleted for Ol QGarke Lake (fornerly AL 566
Sructue R1, Grby Geek Watershed Rqg et
1974) in Stae HIl Rxk, Yell ow Mdicine Gunty,
MN.

e A the 2003 Ntiod Watershed Gaference held
inG@ucl Bufs, 1A Myor Rchard Nelson of
Warren, MN was honored as Wat ershed Mn of
theyear fao hislod leedrshiprdesinbahthe
paning ad construction activities oganginthe
Swke Rver AL 566 Hood Gatrd Rgect in
Mrshal | Qunty.

Qutr each

NRGSis comitted to enswring thet its prograns ad
savicss aeacoessietod! ar astaers, farly ad
equitady, wth enphasis on reachi ng the undeserved and
socid |y d sadvataged farners.  Nimesata corti nues to
nake great strides in sharing oureach i nfarnati on across
all of Mnnesata which has increased NRGS s dilityto
reach nore of the underserved and socid |y di sadvant aged
famars addietde

Acconpl i shnent s

e The State Qireach @ord natar  has coord neted
outreach work wth nunerous DC s in Mmesata
thet have Ntive Anerican | ndian Reservati ons
ad mnority ladsers inther couties.

Executive Summary

Resour ce nservation and Devel opnent

The Resource onservation and Devel opnent (RZ2D
hel ps conmani ties inprove their economc, socid, ad
enviromentd condtios throughout the state of Nlimesata
B/uwsiglodly led gassraas e fats, lad residats

i dentify prod ens and estad i sh godl s and dg ecti ves,

deve op dtermatives, ad inglenert sd uti oms.

The Natural Resources @nservation Service (NS has
e gt approved REB3s covering 64 counties in Mnnesota
Aninth-Gteau des Rrairies REDin southwest, Ninnescta
—is seeking UHA athoizaionass and ficid RBDarea
This proposed area covers nine couties in southvestern
Mnnesota. RED Gounci |’ s throughout Mnnesata have
caried onwth the “NMimesatancg’ tradtiond hdpng
the newcoucil.

Four couties in East Gntrad Nnnesata have banded
together tostart theintid process of fornol aing an RBD
cudl.  Serbune Wrigt, Beton and Stearns Qunty

enconpass this newy forming area.
Acconpl i shrent s

o RXDactivities incd ude nany varied prgects
throughout the state of Nimesata such as
edrcatiod prgects, recreation ad tarism
prgects, wod and nanagenent, and fire
pratection and prevention. RXD s in Nimesata
vork exersivey wththe sta€ s11 Trikd ratias.

Technical Service R oviders (TP

Tecmicd service providers (T9%) aeindvidas, etities,
o phic agacies certified by NGSto provide drect
technicd assistare ad ddiver qaity coasevaion
attivities toladowers perticpating in coservaion
proyas. Theuwed TS was authorized by the 2002
FarmB 1| and provides producers wth a chace of provi der
o technicd service NRSa a TSP. Through the
Technicd Sxvice Rovider Rgstry (TechRy), anineng
gicaion indvidds inerested in beconnng T3S can
reg ster ad becoe certified as a TSP.

Acconpl i shnent s

e Rgstaed 0V Technicd Srvice Roviders for
Mmesata O the T9% listed for Nimesata, &4
regstered as indvidds, 21 es agadies, ad 5 as
bsinesses. & peroat o the TS reg stered in
NMmesata are located wthinthe state wile 16 are
locaed auside of NN regreseting e gt staes.

e Nimestta hes regstered T35 lacated in 53 cities
wthin Mnnesata

Successfu ly schedd ed over $700,000 in privae
ssda TSP work in 2003 BEvironenta Qualities
I ncertive Rrogram(EQP cortracts.
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Evergency Watershed R otection (B B ogram

Inthe spring of 2001 and the sumner of 2002, rainfdl
everts caused flood ng in Mmesata that vas deternined to
be dighefor the B program Gngress nade funds
adlddeinthefdl d 22 The naj or work itens have
been bark stahilization, deris renova, sed nert renoval ,
adrepars tosmall dans.

Acconpl i shnent s

e QGat agreenents exceeding $L 4 nillion prepared
wth sponsors in Mnnesata
e Rypairs begmingin 20083 are neari ng conpl eti on.

The Mnnesota Gazi ng Lands Qonservation Intiative

The Mnnesata Gazi ng Lands Gonservation Initiative
catinetobeavdutay efat wichis dsiged to
etarethe sta€ s privatedy owmed grazing | ad by
inressimgtedricd assistare a thefiddled. The use of
denanstration prg ects ad educationd progyans are wilized
saewde CQrretly, GQQ hes oe ful-tine and oe part-
tine Gazing specidist. Four ful tine gazing specidist
posi tions vere added i n FY-2004.

Acconpl i shnent s

e Qazing specidists in Mmesata prepared 42
gazing plans on 4537 acres.

e 14 vorkshops/ seminars were conducted inval ving
296 producers and 108 agency peopl e.

e 6fieddays vere conducted invd ving 190
producers and 33 agency peop e.

Farmand Ranch Lands Pr atection Rrogram

The Farmand Ranch Lands Rratection Rrogram(FRP is a
va utary programthat hel ps farners and ranchers keep
thar ladinayialtue The programprovi des nat chi ng
fuds to Stag Tribd o loca governnents and non
govermenta or gani zati ons wth existing farmand ranch
land pratecti on prograns to purchese comservati on
easenants. AP was reauthorized inthe FrmSecurity
and Rrd Investnent Act of 2002 (FarmB11). Nimmesata
NRCS becane i nvol ved i n FRPP during FY 2003.

Acconpl i shnent s

e NRSin Ninnesota advertised a Request for
Roposd s far the AP and recei ved one
application fromDkata Qunty. Ths
application net FRAP qui ddl i nes and vas funded
wth $1, 268 000.

o /s Dokata Qunty enters into conservati on
essenents for Farnhand Rratection, NRCGSwil |l
pay Up to 50%d the va ue up to the anount
funded in FY-GB

Executive Summary

Wildife Hbita Incetives R ogram (WA P)

Thsisawutay FrmBIl proyamtha assists

| andowner in enhancing area that provi de needed food and
cover for nany df feret seedes d widife The god o
WHI Pisto“Mintanahedthy, dverse ecosystemthrough
the i nprovenent, enhancenent and restoration of fish and
widife hedta, inocogeraionwth privae ayicdtud
landowers.” The WHI P programpronotes widife
hebitat restorati on and nanegenent on private | ands
through cooperative endeavors between | andowners and
Federd, stae adlocd coaservaion pertrers.

Acconpl i shrent s

e NMmesataNRSrece ved a tata of 150 WHI P
aications dring FY 2008 of wichthe tatd
ddlar vdue o audicaions exceeded

e Funded 68 WHI P cortracts to enhance over 2000
aoes & acost-share o over $330, 000,

e PRaticssinduked 40 ares d native grasses
ad farbs, 50 acres o rative tress and shrubs,
600 acres of brush nanagenent, 700 acres of
prescribed burning and 300 acres of tinber stad
inprovenent. Additiod |y, 40 acres of vetlas
vere restored

G assl and Reserve Brogram (GRP)

The Gassland Reserve Rogram(GH) is a newy

inpl enented vo untary FarmB11  programthat hel ps
landowers ad gperatars restore and pratect grassl and,
indud ng rangd and and pesturd ad, ad certain aher
lads, wilemainanmngthe aess as gazing lands.  The
programenphasi zes suppart for grazing gperations, pant
ad annal hodversity, axd gasslad ad |ad cotanng
shrus ad farbs uder the gedtest threat of coversion

Fogampriorities vere producers wo had exi sting grazing
systes. Riaity ves gventosites wthedsting o restaed
retive prairie dats, addstes udke the gedest thret o
conversion fromgrass to sone ather land use. FY-2003 was
the first yer this progamves o fered  Rogyamfird ru es
ae bang deve gped in Wash gon

Acconpl i shrent s

e Ruested IV gplicatios on 5356 acres far a
tod requested ddlar anaut of $12, 639,418,

e Ayroved 19gypicaios on2 372 ares far
$797, 987



