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In celebration of All Cultural Appreciation Month, the MN NRCS Civil Rights Committee and MN
Natural Resources Conservation Service are hosting events during the month of July. These events
are open to all MN NRCS employees, Farm Service Agency, Rural Development and other USDA
agencies, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Resource Conservation and Development
Councils, volunteers, and project partners (fees will apply to non-NRCS personnel). District
Conservationists, RC&D Coordinators, and other project office supervisors are asked to share this
information with our partners in your local service center. Register by June 28, 2008 if you are
interested in attending an event.

Please join us for All Cultural Appreciation Month activities that will include cultural tours
and/or presentations at different sites throughout the State. Supervisor’s approval is required to
participate. Time spent traveling outside work hours to and from this meeting is not considered
hours of work for overtime, compensatory time, or accrual of credit leave. The attachment provides
information about each site. Civil Rights (CR) training will be provided at each location. This
year the CR team would like to present a packet of information to help every office comply with
Civil Rights Reviews that occur every three years. Please work with your Supervisor or ASTC
(FO) to reserve your space (required). The dates and locations of various cultural events are as
follows:

Location Date Time

State School Orphanage, Owatonna July 8, 2008 10:00 am — 12:30 pm
Museum of Russian Art, Minneapolis July 10, 2008 10:00 am — 12:30 pm
Big Stone Hutterian Brethren 2 Colony, Graceville July 10, 2008 10:00 am — 12:30 pm
Peder Egelstad Village, Thief River Falls July 16, 2008 10:00 am — 12:30 pm
Forest History Center, Grand Rapids July 22, 2008 10:00 am — 12:30 pm

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help
people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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All MN NRCS employees are encouraged to attend one of these events. If in need of special
accommodations for accessibility to persons with disabilities, please call Cory Drummond (320-
842-7201) at least five business days in advance of the event, whenever practicable. ASTC offices
are asked to report to your Civil Rights Committee Area Representative or Cory Drummond, State
Civil Rights Chair, the number of approved personnel attending by June 28, 2008.

WILLIAM HUNT
State Conservationist

Attachments

DIST: AE

CC: LeAnn Buck, Executive Director, MASWCD (please distribute to your staff)
John Jaske, Executive Director, BWSR, St. Paul, MN
Perry Aasness, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency (please distribute to your staff)
Steve Wenzel, State Director, Rural Development (please distribute to your staff)
Craig Rice, State Director, RMA, St. Paul, MN
Douglas Hartwig, State Statistician, NASS, St. Paul, MN
Beverly Durgan, Director, CREES, St. Paul, MN



Tour of the Museum of Russian Art, Minneapolis. MN
(5500 Stevens Avenue South, Minneapolis MN 55419)

History:

This cultural event will focus on the only museum in North America dedicated
to the preservation and public exhibition of 20th century Russian art and
artifacts. The museum regularly displays 100-125 fine art paintings most
dated from 1935 - 1985. Other forms of Russian art (icons, sculpture,
lacquer boxes) are displayed as special events.

In the mid-1980's Raymond E. Johnson, a successful dealer in 20th
century American Realist paintings was seeking a new direction for his art
business located in Scottsdale, AZ. The time period coincided with the
social and political liberalization process initiated by Communist party
Chairman Mikhail Gorbachev that came to be known as Glasnost.

Mr. Johnson dispatched teams of American art historians and museum
curatorial advisors to the Soviet Union in 1989. Their objective was to
assess the technical quality and availability of Russian Impressionist
paintings created during the reign of the Soviet government. Mr. Johnson
assumed that given the traditionally high international reputation accorded
Russian artists in dance, theater, literature and the other fine arts, it was
reasonable to expect a similar level of expertise in Russian painting.

In 1991, Mr. Johnson sponsored the first known retail exhibition of Russian
Impressionist paintings in North America. The immediate and positive
response by American collectors to this exhibition encouraged Johnson to
launch a large-scale program to identify the finest examples of Russian
Realist paintings from throughout the Soviet Union. This concentrated
effort which continues at the present time resulted in establishing a formal
program through which paintings were exported to the United States
under license from the Russian Ministry of Culture. Since 1991, Ray
Johnson and his wife Susan have acquired what is believed to be the
largest privately owned collection of Russian Realist paintings outside the
borders of the former Soviet Union.

Over the past decade the Johnsons have made selected portions of their
collection available on loan to a variety of American museums,
universities, and cultural institutions for non- commercial exhibition and
educational purposes. Since 1991, seventeen major exhibitions have been
completed and additional events have been scheduled into 2007. The
Johnsons rapidly recognized the unique historical value of their collection
and wished to create a legacy of this art for the benefit of both the
American and Russian people. The Johnsons have been instrumental in
encouraging the creation of an independent museum specifically dedicated



to the acquisition, preservation and exhibition of the finest representative
paintings of the Soviet era between 1921 and 1991.

The Museum of Russian Art was established in Minnesota in April 2002 as
a non-profit, educational corporation and has completed its application to
the Internal Revenue Service for tax exempt status. The Museum is
governed by an independent Board of Trustees. The mission of the
Museum is to conduct a continuous program of public exhibitions of
Russian art while supporting and publishing academic research on Russian
painting during the Soviet era. The Museum opened to the public in
September, 2002.

The cost of admittance will be $5.00/ person. NRCS attendee’s costs will be
covered by the CRAC

Directions:

e Exit I-35W from either direction at the Diamond Lake Road exit.

e Go WEST on Diamond Lake Road to the Mayflower Congregational Church parking lot
located on the North side of Diamond Lake Road directly opposite the Museum.

e Enter the lot off either Diamond Lake Road or from Stevens Avenue

e Please park on the north side of the lot.
Your cooperation in parking in the church lot is greatly appreciated by our neighbors.

e Cross Stevens Avenue at the electric light
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The tour date: July 10, 2008
The tour will start at 10:00 a.m. and end around 12:30 p.m.



State School Orphanage Museum
(540 West Hills Circle, Owatonna, MN, 55060)

There were 10,635 “State Schoolers” between 1886 and 1945. Kids
orphaned, abandoned or abused were sent to Owatonna, MN, home of the
Minnesota State Public School for Dependent and Neglected Children. “For
some, it was a circle of hell; for others, a safe haven.”

The State Public School for Dependent and Neglected Children was created
by the legislature in 1885 as a state-of-the-art institution. Owatonna was
chosen as the site for this new school over eight other proposed sites due to
its easy access to railroads and its location near the center of the most
densely populated rural portion of the state. This site was a completely self-
contained (self-sustaining) school and farm.

This site is the only known Orphanage Museum in the United States
containing pictures, artifacts and personal stories. The group tour will include
a presentation by Harvey Ronlien (who was a ward of the state from 1932 to
1943), a Museum visit, and viewing of the 1930s video of the children. In
addition, a stroll through the grounds to view 13 original buildings, the
Children’s Cemetery, the Children’s dining room and the root cellar used for
food storage.

For more information please try the following website:
http://www.orphanagemuseum.com

A map to the site location can be accessed by clicking on the following link:
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X30DMTEXNmMIycG51BFI9TAzISMTYXNDKEC2V]j
A2ZwlLWJ1dHRVbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=44.08937&lon=-
93.237714&z00m=16&091=540%20West%20Hills%20Circle%62C%200waton
na%2C%20MN

The tour date: July 8, 2008
The tour will start at 10:00 a.m. and end around 12:30 p.m.


http://www.orphanagemuseum.com/
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=44.08937&lon=-93.237714&zoom=16&q1=540%20West%20Hills%20Circle%2C%20Owatonna%2C%20MN
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=44.08937&lon=-93.237714&zoom=16&q1=540%20West%20Hills%20Circle%2C%20Owatonna%2C%20MN
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=44.08937&lon=-93.237714&zoom=16&q1=540%20West%20Hills%20Circle%2C%20Owatonna%2C%20MN
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=44.08937&lon=-93.237714&zoom=16&q1=540%20West%20Hills%20Circle%2C%20Owatonna%2C%20MN

Forest History Center
(2609 County Road 76 Grand Rapids, MN 55744)
Near U.s. Highways 169 and 2

The Forest History Center is a recreated 1900 logging camp.

The forests of northern Minnesota have had a great impact on the lives of
their inhabitants for many centuries. The relationship between the people
and the land has evolved from those who relied on the forest to provide
sustenance to today’s recreational escape form our urbanized society.

After viewing the exhibits, films and displays, there will be a one-hour guided
tour to visit the logging camp where you’ll find the camp blacksmith, saw
filer, bullcock (camp janitor), clerk, barn boss (took care of the draft horses),
cook & cook’s assistants (cookees) and lumberjacks. They are available for
any questions that you may have.

In addition, you will be able to board the moored river “wanigan”, a floating
cook shack used when the logs and men headed downstream on the
Mississippi river to the mills. Then take a seat on the porch of a 1930s
Minnesota Forest Service patrolman’s cabin or climb the 100 foot lookout
tower and hear about the ranger’s important work protecting woodland
resources.

Forest trails complete the story of life in the northern forests for Minnesota
from ancient times to today.

You may want to bring a picnic lunch and enjoy a break at the Center’s
ample picnic grounds. There is a covered pavilion for rainy weather.

For more information please try the following website:
http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/fhc

A map of the event location can be accessed by clicking on the link below:
http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/fhc/fhcmap.html

The cost of admittance will be $6.00/ person. NRCS attendee’s costs will be
covered by the CRAC

The tour date: July 22, 2008
The tour will start at 10:00 a.m. and end around 12:30 p.m.


http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/fhc
http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/fhc/fhcmap.html

PEDER ENGELSTAD PIONEER VILLAGE
(825 Oakland Park Road, Thief River
Falls, MN 56701)

Located on the edge of Thief River Falls, Minnesota, the
Peder Engelstad Village offers the public a unique
opportunity to walk through a replica of a northern
Minnesota pioneer town with vintage gardens, as it might
have been 100 years ago.

Peder Engelstad Pioneer Village, named after a local
Norwegian immigrant, houses many artifacts from the past displayed in
nineteen buildings. The buildings include a museum, two railroad depots, a
one-room schoolhouse, a church, log houses, a general store, a two-story
Victorian house, a blacksmith shop, and a barber shop. Many pieces of farm
machinery are also on display, and an extensive research collection of print
materials is available for use.

For additional information go to the Pioneer Village website @:

http://www.pvillage.org/

A map of the event location can be accessed by clicking on the link below:

http://maps.yahoo.com/; ylc=X30DMTEXNmMIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYXNDKEc2Vj
A2ZwlLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=48.109512&lon=-
96.187229&z00m=16&091=825%200akland%20Park%20R0ad%%2C%20Thief
%20River%20Falls%2C%20MN%2056701&9id1=24419356

The cost of admittance will be $3.00/ person. NRCS attendee’s costs will be
covered by the CRAC

The tour date: July 16, 2008
The tour will start at 10:00 a.m. and end around 12:30 p.m.


http://www.visitthiefriverfalls.com/tourpion.htm
http://www.pvillage.org/
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=48.109512&lon=-96.187229&zoom=16&q1=825%20Oakland%20Park%20Road%2C%20Thief%20River%20Falls%2C%20MN%2056701&gid1=24419356
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=48.109512&lon=-96.187229&zoom=16&q1=825%20Oakland%20Park%20Road%2C%20Thief%20River%20Falls%2C%20MN%2056701&gid1=24419356
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=48.109512&lon=-96.187229&zoom=16&q1=825%20Oakland%20Park%20Road%2C%20Thief%20River%20Falls%2C%20MN%2056701&gid1=24419356
http://maps.yahoo.com/;_ylc=X3oDMTExNmIycG51BF9TAzI3MTYxNDkEc2VjA2ZwLWJ1dHRvbgRzbGsDbGluaw--#mvt=m&lat=48.109512&lon=-96.187229&zoom=16&q1=825%20Oakland%20Park%20Road%2C%20Thief%20River%20Falls%2C%20MN%2056701&gid1=24419356

Tour of Big Stone Hutterian Brethren 11 Colony,
Graceville, MN

The Big Stone Hutterian Brethren Il Colony is located in Graceville, MN in Big
Stone County. The crops they raise include small grains, corn, soybeans,
canola and other vegetables which they sell at the Farmer’s market in
Ortonville, MN. They also raise turkeys, and swine. The local NRCS
personnel have been working with the colony with conservation planning for
their facility and also an EQIP contract.

Participants will get an understanding of Hutterian life by attending this
event. This includes answers to questions regarding everyday life routines,
housing, and schooling for children as well as identifying roles of men,
women and children.

This is a tour that you will not want to miss! The colony is a self-sustaining
community.

In addition to the tour Mr. Pat McLoughlin will give a presentation on cultural
resources as it relates to West Central Minnesota.

The cost of this event is free.
A map of the Colony can be seen below (See the area marked with a star)

The colony is located just north of the intersection of County Road 54 and
County Road 35:
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The tour date: July 10, 2008

The tour will start at 10:00 a.m. and end around 12:30 p.m.




