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January 4, 2008 

SUBJECT: AGN – REGIONAL WORKSHOPS, COUNTY LEVEL AGRICULTURE EMERGENCY

          RESPONSE PLANS

Purpose. To notify employees of upcoming workshops regarding county level emergency response plans and encourages District Conservationist attendance. 

Expiration Date. March 22, 2008. 

The Minnesota Departments of Agriculture (MDA) and Homeland Security and Emergency Management, in conjunction with University of Minnesota Extension, are hosting regional workshops to assist the agricultural and emergency response communities as they work to integrate agriculture into county-level emergency response plans.  

I encourage District Conservationists to attend, and to coordinate their attendance at workshops with the local emergency officials from your county.  

The Regional Agriculture Awareness workshops will be held at these locations and dates:

Feb 5     
Eagle Bluff Learning Center

28097 Goodview Drive
Lanesboro, Minnesota 55949




Feb 6     
South Central Technical College

1920 Lee Boulevard

North Mankato, Minnesota

Feb 12   
Kandiyohi County Emergency Management



2201 23rd Street N.E.

Willmar, Minnesota

Feb 21    
New Brighton Public Safety

785 Old Highway 8 NW 

New Brighton, Minnesota
March 4
Minnesota Interagency Fire Center

402 SE 11th Street

Grand Rapids, Minnesota
March 18   
Best Western

1060 Highway 32 S,
Thief River Falls, Minnesota
March 20   
Lyon County Law Enforcement Center

611 West Main Street, 
Marshall, MN 56258

Should a disaster involving agriculture occur, the existence of a strong county plan will greatly benefit the region.  The goal of this workshop is to ensure that agriculture is included in regional and county emergency response planning.

Benefits to People Who Attend the Workshop

· Increase connections to local/regional agricultural and food systems.

· Create a network between emergency planners and agricultural groups.

· Enhance skills to formulate agriculture-specific emergency and disaster response plans for counties/communities.

· Increase level of agriculture’s visibility with county and regional stakeholders and policy makers.

· Access new resources and partners to aid in a local or regional response to a disaster.

In order to reserve adequate space and for meal planning MDA needs to have registrations in by January 25, 2008 for February meetings and by February 25, 2008 for March meetings.  If you have questions, please contact Mike Starkey, MDA, Michael.Starkey@state.mn.us  or 651-201-6286.  To register for a workshop go to:

Registration Form  
OR

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=RX3hckL6DvZV7hYfLktq3g_3d_3d


           /s/
WILLIAM HUNT 

State Conservationist 

DIST: AE
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