
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Re-Enrollments and Incentives for Continuous and Farmable Wetlands Pilot (FWP) Signups  
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 

  On September 30, 2007, over 300,000 acres of CRP contracts enrolled under continuous 
  signup criteria will begin to expire.  In addition, expiring general signup contracts may 
  include certain acreage that is eligible and suited for new continuous CRP or FWP practices.  
  Expiring contracts may include practices that are no longer offered such as CP13C, Filter 
  Strips/Riparian Buffers (Grass), Noneasement, or CP13D, Filter Strips/Riparian Buffers 
  (Trees), Noneasement, though some modification may be required to the existing practice to 
  meet current practice standards.   
 
  CREP re-enrollment policy for CREP-enrolled practices will be addressed in a future 
  notice. 
 
 B  Purpose  
 

This notice provides policy for: 
 

• re-enrolled continuous signup practices (except CREP) 
• re-enrolled general signup practices (except CREP) 
• incentives for re-enrolled continuous signup practices. 

 
    Note:  Continuous practice incentives may include one-time incentives like Signing 

Incentive Program (SIP), Payment Incentive Program (PIP), 25 percent for 
restoring site hydrology, and 10 or 20 percent as part of the annual rental payment 
and maintenance for certain continuous practices. 

 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
December 1, 2007 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
and NRCS State Offices 

 
12-6-06  Page 1 

Notice CRP-549 



Notice CRP-549 
 

 
2 General Policy   
 
 A  Eligible Land 
 
  The following acreage may be eligible for re-enrollment under a continuous CRP or FWP 

practice: 
 

• expiring general signup acreage according to 2-CRP, subparagraph 112 A 
 
• expiring acreage under a continuous signup according to 2-CRP, subparagraphs 112 A and 

139 C. 
 
 Note:  Expiring contract acreage automatically meets needed and feasible criteria. 
 
  B Eligible Land Examples: 
 
            Example 1:  CP21 is expiring and is re-offered.  The average width of the practice is 80 feet.  
    The technical agency or TSP recommends the practice should be an average 
    width of 100 feet to meet current practice standards.  The participant may  
   re-enroll the practice provided the average width enrolled is 100 feet according 
    to an approved conservation plan.  Cost-share and a PIP may be authorized for 
    the additional average width required to meet the current 2-CRP practice 
    standard. 
 
   Note:  If the technical recommendation was for a width less than enrolled, 
        then the lesser width would only be eligible. 
 
  Example 2:  Practices enrolled as practice CP13 C, Filter Strips/Riparian Buffers (Grass), 
   Noneasement or CP13 D, Filter Strips/Riparian Buffers (Trees), Noneasement 
   are no longer available.  The expiring practices may be re-enrolled as practice 
   CP21, Filter Strips or CP22, Riparian Buffer as applicable provided the land is 
   otherwise eligible, including meeting current practice standards. 
 
  Example 3:  Expiring general signup contract includes a tree practice such as CP3, CP3A  
   or CP11.  The participant re-offers part or all of the applicable acreage as a 
                        continuous signup practice such as CP22 or CP31.  The contract is in  
   compliance and NRCS or TSP determines the practice meets the current 
   standards for the practice.  COC may approve the contract.  SIP and PIP are  

   not authorized. 
 
  Example 4:  Expiring general signup contract with 1 or more practices such as a CP1, CP2, 

CP4D, CP10, or CP11 that includes wetland restoration as part of the contract.  
The participant re-offers the restored wetland as an applicable continuous 
practice such as CP23, CP23A, CP27, CP28, CP31, or CP37 according to 
procedure.  The contract is determined in compliance and NRCS or TSP 
determines the practice meets practice standards.  COC may approve the 
contract and conservation plan. 

 
12-6-06             Page 2 



Notice CRP-549 
 
2 General Policy (Continued) 
 
 C  Lands Ineligible for Re-Enrollment 
 
  Lands ineligible for re-enrollment are: 
 

• land not currently enrolled and not necessary to meet current practice standards for the 
existing practice according to 2-CRP, Exhibit 9 

  
 Exception:  Practices in the expiring year of the contract may be enrolled provided the 

contract acreage is otherwise in compliance though an upgrade may be 
required due to natural wear and tear as recommended by NRCS or TSP 
such as shaping or grading.  Eligible practices are:   
• CP8A 
• CP9 
• CP13 (re-enrolled as CP21 as applicable) 
• CP14 (re-enrolled as CP22 as applicable) 
• CP21 
• CP22 
• CP23 
• CP23A 
• CP26 
• CP27 
• CP28 
• CP29 
• CP30 
• CP34 
• CP37. 

 
• expiring acreage that is currently under an easement according to 2-CRP,  

subparagraph 97 D, that requires a resource-conserving cover be maintained throughout 
the proposed contract period  

 
• expiring acreage permanently inundated with water according to 2-CRP,  
  subparagraph 97 D. 

 
   Note:  Permanently inundated with water is defined as land that is reasonably expected to 
     be under water through the contract period. 

 
Exception:  Practices that include water as part of the practice, as applicable, are eligible 

                     such as CP3A, CP9, CP23, CP23A, CP27, CP30, CP31, and CP37. 
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2 General Policy  (Continued) 
 
 C  Lands Ineligible for Re-enrollment (Continued) 
 
  Example:  Producer offers an expiring CP21 as practice CP21 that is an average of 80 
            feet in width.  The producer also requests to enroll land adding an average 
   width of 40 feet to reach the maximum average width allowed according to  
   current FSA CRP National Directives (up to an average width of 120 feet).  
    NRCS or TSP recommends that the practice meets the practice standards at the    
                       80-foot average width.  COC may accept an offer and approve a contract and 
    practice at the 80 foot average width.  An offer of additional land to an existing 
   buffer practice is not authorized because the current width is addressing the 
   conservation issue. 
 
 D Eligible Cost-share  
   
   Cost-share is authorized only if required to meet current practice standards in accordance 

with this notice and 2-CRP, paragraph 236, Exhibit 9.  Cost-share is not otherwise authorized 
for re-enrollments. 

 
  Example:  Expiring contract with practice CP8A, Grass Waterway, Noneasement is 
     re-offered as practice CP8A.  A site visit reveals the contract is in compliance 
      according to contractual requirements.  NRCS or TSP noted that normal 
      degradation has occurred that requires grading and shaping and subsequent  
     re-seeding to meet current practice standards with a total estimated cost of 
      $2,000.  COC may approve the contract and 50 percent eligible cost-share of 
      approximately $1,000 according to 2-CRP procedure.  
 
  Example:  Producer re-offers expiring acreage as a continuous signup practice.  The practice 
    is in compliance and is determined as meeting current practice standards.  The 
    producer requests to revise the conservation plan and add a 5 species seeding mix 
    as an interseeding or re-seeding to provide enhanced wildlife habitat benefits. The 
    COC may approve the contract and conservation plan, however, since the existing 
    practice and vegetative cover meets 2-CRP standards, the county committee shall 
   not approve a contract that includes cost-share. 
 
       E Incentives for Re-Enrolled Practices 
 
  Incentives may be approved for a: 
 

• 10 percent incentive as part of the maximum annual rental payment rate according to 
 2-CRP procedure 

 
• 20 percent incentive as part of the maximum annual rental payment rate according to 
 2-CRP procedure 
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2  General Policy (Continued) 

 
 E Incentives for Re-enrolled Practices (Continued) 

 
• Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) only if new cost-share is approved according to this 

notice and 2-CRP. 
 
  Important:  A one-time SIP and 25 percent incentive payment to restore the hydrology of 
    the site are not authorized for re-enrolled practices under continuous CRP 
   or FWP. 
 
 F   Practice Number for Re-Enrolled Practices 
 
  An expiring practice may be re-enrolled as the existing practice except for expiring practices 
   CP13 and CP14 which may be re-enrolled as CP21 or CP22 as appropriate and expiring 
   general signup practices that may be re-enrolled as continuous signup practices according to 
   this notice and 2-CRP. 
 
3   Action 
 
  A   States Office Action 
 
  State Offices shall ensure that: 
 

• County Offices receive a copy of this notice 
 
• a copy of this notice is forwarded to the NRCS State Office 

 
• County Offices implement policy according to this notice and 2-CRP for re-enrolled 

continuous signup contracts approved after receipt of this notice.  
 

 B   County Office Action 
 

 County Offices shall: 
 

• follow the provisions of this notice and 2-CRP 
 

• notify affected producers of the provisions of this notice 
 
• ensure that COC’s approve re-enrolled CRP-1’s according to 2-CRP and this notice 

after receipt of this notice. 
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