
 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1854 Phone: 651-602-7900   Fax: 651-602-7914 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Transmitted via email” 
 

      Date:  July 9, 2004 
 
MINNESOTA BULLETIN NO. 180-4-11 
 
SUBJECT:  CPA – IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REVISED UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS 
EQUATION, VERSION 2 (RUSLE2) 
 
Purpose.  To inform NRCS employees of the new implementation dates for RUSLE2 
 
Expiration Date.  December 31, 2004. 
 

Action Required By:  October 1, 2004 
 
NRCS has been working to implement RUSLE2 since the summer of 2002.  National Instruction 300, 
RUSLE2, established a December 2002 implementation date.  National Bulletin 450–3–3, dated April 
7, 2003 changed the RUSLE2 implementation date to December 2003.  RUSLE2 implementation was 
delayed so that enhancements to the technology could be incorporated into the model.  These 
enhancements were finalized in March 2004.  A common computing environment (CCE) version of 
the enhanced RUSLE2 has since become available for use within NRCS. 
  
RUSLE2 is needed to implement the Conservation Security Program (CSP) of the 2002 Farm Bill.  
RUSLE2 is identified, by name, in the rule that was written to implement CSP.  Therefore, NRCS 
must use RUSLE2 to make the water-induced soil erosion calculations that will be required for 
developing the conservation plans for producers who participate in the CSP.  The Wind Erosion 
Equation (WEQ) will be used for CSP in areas where wind erosion occurs.  In some locations, both 
RUSLE2 and WEQ may be needed to implement CSP. 
  
Critical to the implementation of RUSLE2 are its databases, including the single-year and multiyear 
crop templates.  In addition to being used by RUSLE2 for making the soil erosion calculations, these 
templates support the use of the Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) that is embedded in RUSLE2.  The 
version of the SCI in RUSLE2 replaces the original version of the SCI posted on the Soil Quality 
Institute Web site.  Since RUSLE2 is the engine that drives the SCI, RUSLE2 must be implemented 
before SCI can be used. 
  
These crop management templates also will facilitate the use of RUSLE2 by Technical Service 
Providers (TSPs). TSPs may lack the expertise or knowledge for using the crop rotation builder in 
RUSLE2.  



 

 

 
Explanation: RUSLE2 is to be implemented according to the following schedule:  
  

Implementation before the start of the CSP sign up in the Blue Earth Watershed (already 
completed); and implementation by Friday, October 1, 2004, in all other areas. 

 
Contact: Minnesota Bulletin No. 180-4-10 dated June 3, 2004 provided additional installation 
instructions.  For assistance with technical questions about RUSLE2 implementation, please contact 
Robin Martinek, State Agronomist at (651)602-7866. 
 
/s/ 
 
WILLIAM HUNT 
State Conservationist 
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