
     WOODLAND PLANNING WORKSHEET                    MN-ECS-012 

Number Species Distance 
(feet) 

Diameter at Breast 
Height (inches) 

Condition 
G/F/P Notes Summary 

1      Average Spacing ______________ 
Spacing Range ________________ 
Average Diameter _____________ 
Diameter Range _______________ 
 
Stocking: ( ) High  ( ) Med. ( ) Low 
Trees/Acre: 
              Present stocking _______ 
               Medium Stocking ______ 
Potential Surplus Trees ________ 
Species by Percent 
 Species                Percent (%) 
___________       _________ 
___________       _________ 
___________       _________ 
___________       _________ 
___________       _________ 
 
Condition by Percent     (%) 
                         Good  ______ 
                         Fair    ______ 
                         Poor   ______ 

2      
3      
4      
5      
6      
7      
8      
9      
10      
11      
12      
13      
14      
15      
16      
17      
18      
19      
20      

Total      Damage: 
Average      Extent:  

Land User __________________________ Conservationist ____________________________ Date ______ 

Tract No. _______ Field No. ________ Ecological Site Information ________________  Prod. ________ 

SECONDARY  STAND 
Species:_____________     ______________ 
             _____________     ______________ 
             _____________     ______________ 
 

Diameter Range: _____________ 
 

Extent      ( ) Dense     ( ) Medium     ( ) Sparse 

UNDERSTORY  STAND 
Species:_____________     ______________ 
             _____________     ______________ 
 

Stocking:  ( ) Dense     ( ) Medium     ( ) Sparse 
 

Brushy Species: ______________     ______________ 
 

                                 __________________     __________________ 
Stocking:  ( ) Dense     ( ) Medium     ( ) Sparse 

REFERRAL FOR FORESTRY ASSISTANCE 
Are there forest lands on this property being used by livestock?                                           Yes ________     No ________ 
 

If yes, will the landowner exclude livestock or develop a grazing (or silvopasture) plan?     Yes ________     No ________ 
 

Landowner is interested in the following (check all appropriate responses) 
 

_____ Forest Stewardship Plan                   _____ Timber Harvest                  _____ Wildlife Practices 
 

_____ Cost Share Funds                              _____ Timber Appraisal               _____ Tree Planting 
 

_____ General Information                          _____ Other (specify): _____________________________________________ 
 
Date referred to Stewardship Forester _________ 
 
                                                                                                            Landowner Signature: __________________________ 



 
Forest Management Options* 

 
The following guide can be used to determine possible forest management options for hardwood stands 
based on findings from a woodland transect.  To complete, simple check (√) the appropriate option(s) that 
best describes the situation and the landowner’s objective(s).  Discuss these with the landowner.  Final de-
tailed management decisions should be made with the help of a professional forester.   
 
        STOCKING 

( ) OPTION 1 — Harvest cut may be feasible followed by forest stand improvement operations 
 
( ) OPTION 2 — Light harvest cut may be needed to remove less desirable trees and favor future crop 
trees. 
 
( ) OPTION 3 — Thin to recommended spacing in woodland stick thinning guide (contact professional 
forester for further recommendations) 
 
( ) OPTION 4 — Forest stand improvement needed to reduce competition to crop trees 
 
( ) OPTION 5 — Let existing trees grow a few years before doing a light harvest cut 
 
( ) OPTION 6 — At most, do only a light forest stand improvement operation. 
 
( ) OPTION 7 — This is an immature stand.  Periodic thinnings (forest stand improvement) will be needed 
      as average diameter increases 
 
( ) OPTION 8 — If the stand is mostly desirable trees in good condition, let them continue to grow.  If the 
       opposite is true, do a harvest cut and a stand regeneration operation (contact professional 
       forester for further recommendations) 
 
( ) OPTION 9 — Same as Option 8 except delay any harvest cut for 10 to 15 years 
 
( ) OPTION 10 — This stand needs both forest stand improvement and tree planting to increase stocking 
         and the percentage of desirable species 
 
*ALWAYS REFER LANDOWNERS TO CONSULT WITH A MnDNR OR PROFESSIONAL 
FORESTER FOR FORESTLAND AND WOODLAND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

AVERAGE DIAMETER 
OR % SPECIES 

HIGH MEDIUM LOW 

Average diameter > 18” Option 1 Option 5 Option 8 

Average diameter 
> 10” but < 18” 

Option 2 Option 6 Option 9 

Average diameter < 10”  Option 7 Option 10 

> 50% desirable species Option 3   

< 50% desirable species Option 4   
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