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CONSERVATION PRACTICE
TECHNICAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY
For Ecological Sciences

Delegation and Acceptance
For

(Employee) (Title)

(Supervisor) (Date)

ETHICS STATEMENT
By signing this form, I agree to utilize my assigned technical approval authority only for
the conservation planning and implementation activities that I am competent and
qualified to perform. T will seek assistance of other knowledgeable or experienced
employees when complicating factors exist that limit my ability to fully understand all
aspects of a planning situation.

I also understand that recommended conservation practices can have negative effects on
some natural resources. I agree to consider the potential impacts of practices on all
resources before recommending their use.

(Employee’s Signature)

Technical approval authority delegated by:

Area Resource Conservationist (FO) (Date)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR DELEGATING ECOLOGICAL SCIENCE
TECHNICAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY

Supervisors shall work with their employees to arrange for an assignment of Technical
Approval Authority for Ecological Science Practices.

a.)

b.)

c.)

d.)
e.)

For NRCS employees, TAA ratings shall be delegated by the Area Resource
Conservationist and concurred with by their supervisor.

For SWCD employees, TAA ratings shall be recommended by the SWCD Manager
to the District Conservationist. The District Conservationist will review the
recommendations and provide additional information as needed to the Area Resource
Conservationist who will delegate the appropriate TAA rating. The SWCD board
will concur with TAA ratings for SWCD employees.

Requests by private vendors for TAA ratings will be routed to the Area Office. The
Area Office will schedule appointments with those individuals interested in gaining
TAA and becoming Certified CNMP specialists or Certified Conservation Planners.
Each person rated shall review and sign the TAA after the ratings are developed.
Ecological Science TAA shall be reviewed annually and updated as needed.

Definitions:

a.)

b.)

Practice planning - The individual has the required skills to inventory and evaluate
the landscape resulting in a recommendation to incorporate the practice into a
conservation plan. This ability includes the determination of practice applicability,
feasibility, site selection, and development of a conservation planning document.
Conservation plans include producer decisions to establish conservation practices.

Practice design, application and compliance — In addition to the skills required for
including a specific practice in a conservation plan, the individual also has the
knowledge, skills and ability required to fully implement the practice. Full practice
implementation includes preparing detailed practice designs, conducting in-field
practice layout, supervising practice installation based on prepared plans and
specifications, and verifying that the applied practice meets standards and
specifications.

Nete: Lack of TAA for a given practice does not preclude the responsible NRCS employee
from signing USDA cost share program contracts, contract support documents and practice
referrals when that practice has been planned, designed and will be certified as being
adequately completed by others with an appropriate TAA rating.
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ECOLOGICAL SCIENCE TECHNICAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY

Name Title Grade
Delegated Title
Concurred Title
2 3

Approval Level Approval Level
Practice Practice Name 1 Practice Planning Pract.ice Pesign, Comments
Code Application and

Compliance

Ecological

. ., 4
Science Practices

314 Brush Management

322 Channel Vegetation

327 Conservation Cover

328 Conservation Crop
Rotation

332 Contour Buffer Strips

330 Contour Farming

585 Contour Stripcropping

340 Cover Crop

342 Critical Area Planting

589A Cross Wind Ridges

589B Cross Wind
Stripcropping

589C Cross Wind Trap Strips

657 Early Successional
Habitat Dev./ Mgt.

382 Fencing

386 Field border

393 Filter Strip

394 Firebreak

395 Fish Stream

Improvement
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ECS Prac * (cont) Approval Level 2 Approval Level 3
Practice Practice Name Practice Planning | Practice Design, Cominents
Code Application and
Compliance
511 Forage Harvest
Management
490 Forest Site Preparation
666 Forest Stand
Improvement
548 Grazing Land Mech.
Treatment
422 Hedgerow Planting
603 Herbaceous Wind
Barriers
484 Mulching
590 Nutrient Mgt.
512 Pasture & Hay Planting
595 Pest Mgt.
338 Prescribed Burning
528A Prescribed Grazing
550 Range Planting
562 Recreation Area
Improvement
329A Residue Mgt., NoTill &
Strip Till
3298 Residue Mgt. Mulch
Till
329C Residue Mgt. Ridge Till
344 Residue Mgt., Seasonal
643 Restoration of Rare &
Decl. Habt.
391 Riparian Forest Buffer
390 Riparian Herbaceous
Cover
586 Stripcropping, Field
612 Tree Planting
660A Tree/Shrub Pruning.
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ECS Prac.” (cont)

Approval Level -

Approval Level 2

Renov.

Practice Praciice Mane * Practice Planning | Practice Design, Comments
Code Application and
Compliance
645 Upland Wildlife Habitat
Magt.
472 Use Exclusion
633%*% Waste Utilization
644 Wildlife Wetland
Habitat Mgt.
380 Windbreak / Shelterbelt
Estab.
650 Windbreak / Shelterbelt

Engineering N/A 5
« 5

Practices

560 Access Road

575 Animal Trails and
Walkway

326 Clearing and Snagging

360** Closure of Waste
Impoundment

174 Composting Facility

402 Dam, Floodwater
Retarding

356 Dike

362 Diversion

432 Dry Hydrant

410 Grade Stabilization
Structure

412 Grass Waterway

561 Heavy Use Area
Protection

582 Open Channel

378 Pond

521 Pond Sealing v
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ENG prac.5 (cont)

Approval Level 4

Approval Level 3

Practice Practice Naiie Practice Planning | Practice Design, Comments
Code Application and
Compliance
533 Pumping Plant for
Water Control N/A®
558 Runoff Roof
Management
570 Runoff Management
System
350 Sediment Basin
572 Spoil spreading
574 Spring Development
584 Stream Channel
Stabilization
580 Streambank and
Shoreline Protection
587 Structure for Water
Contrel
606 Subsurface Drain
607 Subsurface Drain, Field
Ditch
608 Subsurface Drain, Main
or Lateral
600 Terrace
614 Trough or Tank
620 Underground Outlet
13 Waste Storage Facility
638 Water and Sediment
Control Basin v
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ENG Prac.5 (cont)

Approval Level 2

Approval Level 4

Practice Practice Name 1 Practice Planning | Practice Design, Comments
Code Application and
Compliance
636 Water Harvesting
Catchment N/A°S
641 Water Table Control
642 Well
351 Well Decommissioning
658 Wetland Creation
659 Wetland Enhancement
657 Weltland Restoration
571 Interim Sinkhole Treatment v
]
Optional
Section ®
Approval Has full knowledge | Needs additional
Authority for use and skill to use training to fully
of equipment identified utilize equipment
equipment for all
USDA purposes
GPS Equipment
Footnotes:

1 NRCS conservation practice standards are found in Section IV of Field Office Technical
Guide. Planning shall be based on policy contained in the National Planning Procedures

Handbook.

2 Practice Planning Approval Levels

Level A - Individual can independently perform an on-farm, field specific inventory and
evaluation of the landscape which recognizes the existing resource concerns. Based on
the resource needs and their understanding of this practice the employee can
recommend its use as part of a conservation plan. Individual understands how the
practice functions and can communicate the conservation benefits of the practice to the
landowner. Individual can train others to plan the practice. :

Level B - Individual can independently plan the practice unless unusual circumstances are
encountered. If warranted planning limits or constraints may be listed in the
“comments” section.
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Level C - Individual needs training on this practice. Individual can plan the practice only with
supervision.

2 ECS Practice Design, Application and Compliance Approval Levels

Level A - Individual can independently develop detailed practice designs, conduct practice
layout, and supervise establishment to fully implement the practice. Individual can
train others to plan and apply the practice.

Level B - Individual can independently develop practice designs, conduct practice layout and
supervise establishment to fully implement the practice unless unusual circumstances
are encountered. If warranted practice design limits or constraints may be listed in the
“comments” section.

Level C - Individual needs training on this practice. Individual can develop practice designs only
with supervision.

4 Area Resource Conservationists will rate individuals and grant TAA levels, has appropriate,
for both “Practice Planning” and “Practice Design, Application and Compliance” on
Ecological Science practices. For the Nutrient Management practice the ARC will only grant
TAA for Levels A and B after consulting with their Nutrient Management Specialist.

3 For Engineering practices ARCs will only rate individuals for “Practice Planning”. Area
Engineers rate individuals and recommend TAA levels for designing and implementing
Engineering Practices.

6 This optional section allows the capability to recognize an employee’s ability to use specific
equipment. Employees must have TAA for GPS equipment if their use of GPS will include a
determination of official USDA acreage measurements. Additional equipment can be added to
this section has necessary.

** When implementation practice designs are included in a CNMP they must be done by a
Certified CNMP specialist,

Conservation practices where approval ratings are left blank are 1) not commonly applied by this
individual; 2) not requested by the individual; and/or 3} not commonly used in this field office
location. When an individual requires or desires expertise for a conservation practice without a
rating contact the Area Resource Conservationist for additional information to obtain a TAA
rating.
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